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Wholesaling Activities and Impacts
of Highway Transportation Innovation
in a Local City : Takikawa City, Hokkaido Perfecture

Ryoji TERAYA

On October 8, 1988 Hokkaido North-south Highway between Bibai and Takikawa city
was opened, Takikawa had the northernmost interchange facilities in Japan. Takikawa is
a commercial center with 50,000 inhabitants in the Naka-Sorachi region where agriculture
and mining form important economic base. This paper aims to examine the characteristic
functions of wholesalers and the impacts of transportation improvement in the local city, by
means of analysing the questionnaire survey the auther conducted among the wholesalers in
Takikawa city. The survey data covered 78.3(54/69) % of all the wholesale branch offices
and 45.9(50/109) % of all the local wholesalers in Takikawa. As a result of this study, the
following findings are obtained:

(1) Most of wholesale enterprises, which have branch offices in Takikawa, have their
headquarters in Sapporo city and more than 10 branch offices in Hokkaido prefecture.
These wide enterprises exceedingly excel the local wholesalers, which mostly have an only
office in Takikawa, in the management scale, such as the capital, the numbers of all
workers and offices. The branch offices in Takikawa are commonly the smallest unit of
these organization under the supervision of the headquarters in Sapporo city and branch of-
fices in Asahikawa city.

(2) Main activities of the wholesalers in Takikawa are outdoor business for selling.
These less administrational activities dominate in common with the branch offices and the
local wholesalers. As for the trading area, wholesale branch offices are different from
local wholesalers. Many branch offices have the continuous and fixed territories covering
northern area from Takikawa with Kita-sorachi and Rumoi region where other branch of-
fices do not control. On the other hand, the local wholesalers have the discontinuous and
remote trading area preferring southern area from Takikawa with Minami-sorachi and
Ishikari region where more densely inhabitants populate.

(3) Wholesalers use highway transportation only once a week on the average for the
main purpose of a business trip and meeting. Particularly, the local wholesalers do not use
highway road but ordinary road for the trip between Takikawa and Sapporo. The
economic impacts of the highway openning are not so evident for wholesalers. This situa-
tion owes the character of Hokkaido where it makes little difference which roads we take
highway or ordinary road with no traffic congestion. However, wholesalers in Takikawa
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are uneasy about “the straw effect”, that they are deprived of their wholesale function by
the new coming wholesalers outside the region.

Key words : wholesale function, highway impact, branch offices, local wholesalers,
Takikawa city
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