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Remembering Lost Things

—Meanings of Remembrance in A Pale View of Hills—

Yuji TAKENAGA
(CF%234- 6 H10H 52 2E)
(&I LRbLNE, hkoLm EOT XD TIZ, LW
1) BBXDOER TEOFELARE XN TS, ZD KD &Etsuko® & &\
Kazuo Ishiguro®/NiDEE—1E, A Pale View of Hills Etsuko i L 724 £V 2 A (BRIZEC LT 3) &
12, BIZZ < OERM1AH 5 K512, NEMIZE TEMIC DENZAE FN/ZNikiD, BIE—-AESLELTWHaY
LEEOREIE (H 5 W0IFEEN) PEELEWRER->Tn» FYnoIpE L THS, WiBIENikiAHAEL 725 HED
5, L2rLZhETONRIEIEBLNEFS AL [EHT HkBEADER, ZULTZDO5 HEIZHRLBEWE L 72

ERVEDTF] (v v, 1997) R, #EDOFEOEHR
SOOI, BEERE BACIEY LA S (Shaffer,
1998), [BIEOEGZERMIE D 53423 d0 T, BEOEE
PHIEIZ DWW TEwR Lo d Z &P hhr 72k HICE
bhd, ZZTAMETIE, ROAREVIHEE LWL
WEARMET S Z &N FEAAEtsukollE > TED LD
R A FO O », fERHIZ 5 TidEtsuko 1 & [35:
EFIRODBE->TEMEHE SNy (There is nothing to
be gained from going over such matters again. (PVH
91)) WL TWBN, RAELTZEILONE D », W
IS D A BN B R & o 72D TN
2LV BT AR, ZOEMIZET S RIEOR
RDWTERL TAIZ,

2) fE@miconT
ZOERDEANRNTHEZEA TV ZANEHBELT, 4%
) 2 OHE T2 IZH 5§ Etsuko & WY HARAD -
TWTHh %, BZIIHRYIOKEETHARAD RKiro & DI
I d 72 i Keiko B BN TA F ) 21205 TH B W,
Keikold @B HAHLZ L, REROCH LT, ZOH%~
YFIAA—DTIS- P THDODEBELTLES, &
5 < Etsukold Z DB BN 5B DIV BENZNT NS

243

WM ORI TOHREANDEE LS “EHORH
PPEEICRD Db I N TRK ST\ %, Etsuko®D
WITEGRIC Y, MEERNICE T X TKeikoD Z & T
HoENTWS LTl bh 57, Keikod Z &IiZMH Y
2 55 DAT, FEERES 5 DIHOAYOR
MThd, LTI, QISR 2 H - 72 A ORIFEDH
e, P E S TEARIZED &S BBLHHEE 725
DNTEZELTHN,

3) EEOAE
Etsuko® A O W R IFF i@ KZICEKTHS
Sachiko-Marikof}F i, Rl T D& AOgata-San (—Hf

> 7z

BHOLBTH-72), Wit (4H) vy Fryrolwé
L C5 HMWHEL 2IENikiTh 5. ZhoDAEHDL
\ZEtsukoD A2 AW Z & 12 4 DOME IS AL, %
NZNORIBORBEIZOWTERET 5,
| SachikolZ2W\WTDEAE
1) B OREX
ZOEM TIEEtsukoB ED XL SIZLT, A1 FVU XA
FHEEE LMD A, BLAS KHI1ChD, Jirol HiE
L, MIBELTAXY ZICBEL D, 72 BOREE



ok M=

Keiko3ED K S IZRFIED =2l DN TIRIEE A LEE
ENTVEVAD, ZOFESNTHAEWERTE, Sachiko-
Mariko®D RHEBIERICHE A T s kS Iclbh b,
Sachiko-Marikob} i i3 Etsuko-KeikoRHIR D Z D% O A4
WOV, HD50EIFE L TOREERZL T LA
bz (Shaffer, 1998) .

YiEE I Waste Land & B x ¥ 2 k5 &, BN G
RAG T E 5. BOKBRORGOEE 2 R 21171
72D 4D T 73— b DO—D TEtsukold B EHLIZH) 9
% dJiro & F AR &%k > T b, BRI ZE 75— PO
ANCIEFAFE 2 SELD 3R S S AR D, 2Dl
JEI P 2> & RS U TR #H > T . £ ZiZSachiko-
MarikoRHIE 2SR A 5 5L TR T, Alzihw 5 &
Z A0 5, EtsukoDEIAIIIEE 5, &PMEE LCEME
IR ZEE T EREIRL, BT 52 &R 2R
TE2WHRTH 5,

One wooden cottage had survived both the

devastation of the war and the government

bulldozers. I could see it from our window, standing
alone at the end of that expanse of wasteground,

particularly on the edge of the river. (PHV 12)
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“Difficulties?”
“I mean, moving to a different country, with a
different language and foreign ways.” (PVH 43)
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“Mariko will be fine in America, why won’t you

believe that? It’s a better place for a child to grow

up. And she’ll have far more opportunities there,
life’s much better for a woman in America.” (PVH

46)
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“My plans?” Sachiko finished filling the teapot,

then poured the remaining water on to the flame.

“Etsuko, I've told you many times, what is of the

utmost importance to me is my daughter’s welfare.

That must come before everything else. I'm a

mother, after all. I’'m not some young saloon girl

with no regard for decency. I'm a mother, and my

daughter’s interests come first.” (PVH 86)
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“There’s nothing for me at my uncle’s house. Just
a few empty rooms, that’s all. I could sit there in
a room and grow old. Other than that there’ll be
nothing. Just empty rooms, that’s all. You know
that yourself, Etsuko.” (PVH 170-71)
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On clearer days, I could see far beyond the trees on
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the opposite bank of the river, a pale outline of hills

visible against the clouds. It was not an unpleasant

view, and on occasions it brought me a rare sense of

relief from the emptiness of those long afternoons I

spent in that apartment. (PVH 99)
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I feel only regret now for those attitudes I displayed
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towards Keiko. . . But then I never imagined she
could so quickly vanish beyond my reach; all I saw
was that my daughter, unhappy as she was at
home, would find the world outside too much for
her. It was for her own protection I opposed her so
vehemently. (PVH 88)
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Her mouth opened wider, and then her hands

parted and the spider landed in front of my lap. I
started back. The spider sped along the tatami into
the shadows behind me. It took me a moment to

recover, and by then Mariko had left the cottage.

(PVH 82)
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“Why have you got that?”

“I told you, it’s nothing. It just caught on to my

foot.” Itook a step closer. “Why are you doing that,
Mariko?”

“Doing what?”

“You were making a strange face just now.”

“I wasn’t making a strange face. Why have you got
the rope?”

“You were making a strange face. It was a very
strange face.”

“Why have you got the rope?”
I watched her for a moment. Signs of fear were

appearing on her face. (PVH 84)
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Small tears were appearing in Mariko’s eyes.

She looked at me briefly, then turned back to her

mother. “Why do you always go away?”

Sachiko raised her hand again warningly.

“Why do you always go away with Frank-San?

“Are you going to say you're sorry?”

“Frank-San pisses like a pig. He’s a pig in a

sewer.”

Sachiko stared at her child, her hand still poised in

the air. (PVH 84)
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Mariko continued to look through the binoculars.

Then she brought them away from her face and put

the plastic strap over the head.

“Thank you, Etsuko-San,” she said, a little

grudgingly. (PVH 105)
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“And what’s this?” the plump-faced woman

continued. “A butterfly! It must have been very

hard to draw it so well. It couldn’t have stayed still
for very long.”

“I remembered it,” said Mariko. “I saw one earlier

on.”

The woman nodded, then turned to Sachiko.

“How clever your daughter is. I think it’s very

commendable for a child to use her memory and

imagination. So many children at this age are still
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copying out of books.” (PVH 114)
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“What a strange-looking thing,” she said, passing

it to me. It was the size of an orange box and

surprisingly light; the wood was smooth but

unvarnished, and on one side were two sliding

panels of wire gauze.

“It may come in useful,” I said, sliding open a

panel.

“I won a major prize,” said Mariko.

“Yes, well done,” Sachiko said. (PVH 123)
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“It was quite extraordinary. He was talking about
Dr Endo and myself, about our retirements. If I
understand him correctly, he was implying that the
profession was well rid of us. In fact, he went so far
as to suggest we should have been dismissed at the
end of the war. Quite extraordinary.” (PVH 31)
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“Keiko is a nice name. Perhaps if it’s a girl we
could call her Keiko.” (PVH 34)
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“I'm sorry, Etsuko.” Ogata-San’s voice had become
solemn. “Perhaps I shouldn’t have touched it.”

(PVH 58)
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Ogata-San sighed again. “Discipline, loyalty, such

things held Japan together once. That may sound

fanciful, but it’s true. People were bound by a sense
of duty. Towards one’s family, towards superiors,
towards the country. But now instead there’s all
this talk of democracy. You hear it whenever people
want to be selfish, whenever they want to forget

obligations.” (PVH 65)
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“You have no idea, Shigeo, how hard we worked,
men like myself, men like Endo, whom you also
insulted in your article. We cared deeply for the
country and worked hard to ensure the correct
values were preserved and handed on.” (PVH 147)
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She did not mention Keiko until the second day. It

was a grey windy morning, and we had moved the

armchairs nearer the windows to watch the rain

falling on my garden. (PVH 9)

EaSIHER ISR E R TV 5 X512, KeikoDFEIdEE
IROBNCEHLS MiZ=b D, flHUCAi S Z & A LW E
Thd, BhoSOREED 2 LS BiidEEoHh
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GNEADRD P BRI ERR L T s &5 72,

NikiWEH D & 5 H, Etsuko & NikildHOH I H 2
J32, ZTORDE, IMIDEANIZHEE»T oMb, T

PN Mrs Waters T, & I3 BRI ICNiki &
KeikoD B 7 J BENTH - 72, L& ITKeikoD HED Z
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720, ZAOBEOETOZ L EEMT 5, REIZIZ
WO H 25T d 5 A%, Niki, 712 EtsukolZ & - T,
FNMELIZn o n b &5 &, f LRl k> T3,

“How is Keiko getting on now?”

“Keiko? Oh, she went to live in Manchester.”

“Oh yes? That’s a nice city on the whole. That’s

what I've heard anyway. And does she like it up

there?”

“I haven’t heard from her recently.” (PVH 51)
KeikoDFEAREFT DO NIZIFZRE ST B T &by
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NikiOWE4 HH, &3 & <N, PO~y F
h— L LR EFH DD 720 &k EtsukolZfHEr, T & %
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N5LEH, EtsukoB AU &5 kB4 LTz, »
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HHZHTIT < £ T, A 51 &Zd - T, I_LUTHEDA
BEAFERVERTH - 7=,

For the two or three years before she finally left us,

Keiko had retreated into that bedroom, shutting

us out of her life. She rarely came out, although

I would sometimes hear her moving around the

house after we had all gone to bed. (PVH 53)
KeikoD A ¥ Y ZTOMM L 72, RELEGES2LDHE
EICEAR XN T3, Etsuko ¥ HA %N TA ¥
VATELSTEITES22IIDd0T, fERICkV T
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“I was telling her about you,” Niki said. “About

you and Dad and how you left Japan. She was

really impressed. She appreciates what it must
have been like, how it wasn’t quite as easy as it

sounds.” (PVH 89)
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“It couldn’t have been easy, what you did, Mother.
You ought to be proud of what you did with your
life.” (PVH 90)
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“But it’s so good to come out here. Today I've

decided I'm going to be optimistic. I'm determined

to have a happy future. Mrs Fujiwara always tells
me how important it is to keep looking forward.

And she’s right. If people didn’t do that, then all

this” — I pointed again at the view — “all this would

still be rubble.” (PVH 111)
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“Oh, there was nothing special about it. I was just

remembering it, that’s all. Keiko was happy that

day. We rode on the cable-cars.” (PVH 182)
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“I was just thinking the other day,” I said, “perhaps

=
=]

Ishiguro®

I should sell the house now?”

“Sell it?”

“Yes.

an idea.” (PVH 183)
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Move somewhere smaller perhaps. It’s just
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