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We cut down the elm tree today.
Ungiving, old ancient tusk of trunk.
John straddled branches,
stepping through seed-bud sticks,
breaking dead limbs. His head was lost
In branches—

chainsaw dangling from his waist rope,

he slowly towed up,

pulled the cord,

crackling it snarled saw dust down

through

the air.

Limbs crashed down

with shuddering groans and cracking
throes,

hit the ground with dead thuds,
trembling air they fell through.

Where the tree had stood

a silver waterfall of sky now poured down.
Still air.

Red dusk. I felt T had just killed

an old man.
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