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and the tree grew in his garden; and it used to flower at the usual
time, ——that is to say, about the end of March or the beginning
‘oﬁ April. He had played under that tree when he was a child; and
his parents and grandparents and ancestors had hung to its
blossoming branches, season after season for more than a hun-
dred years, bright strips of colored paper in scribed with poems
of praise.
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He himself became very old, ——outliving all his children; and

there was nothing in the world left for him to love except that
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tree.
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Alone he went into his garden, and bowed down before the
withered tree, and spoke to it, saying: ’Now deign, 1 beseech
you, once more to bloom, —because I am going to die in your
stead.”
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Then under that tree he spread a white cloth, and divers cover-
ings, and performed hara—kiri after the fashion of a samurai.
And the ghost of him went into the tree, and made it blossom in
that same hour.
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