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Princip1es　of　Linguistic　Theory　in

　　　　　　　　　　an　Act　of　Language：

　　　The　Gui11aumean　Perspective
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What　occurs　in　an　act　of1anguage？This　question　has　been　posed　down　through　the　ages，

but　because　the　essence　of1anguage　exists　in　the　unconscious　where　it　cannot　be　observed，

the　answer　has　proved　to　be　e1usive．Language　came　into　being，one　might　presume，as　a

way　for　human　beings　to　represent　their　being　in　the　universe　around　them．With　the

dawning　of　individua1consciousness　in　prehistory，as　peop1e　began　to　think　of　themse1ves

as　separate　entities，it　became　necessary　to　represent　their　experiences　within　certain

parameters．This　framework　was　founded　on　the　dua1notions　of　time　and　space，and　it　is

through1anguage　that　human　beings　represent　grammaticany　their　p1ace　in　time　and

space．The　operative　systems　of　verb　and　noun　provide　us　with　our　most　abstract

categories　for　thinking　of　time　and　space．In　this　way，the　grammar　of　a　language　provides

the　form　we　give　to　a　concept，whi1e　the1exica1content　provides　its　substance．Grammar　is

thus　not　what　we　think，but　how　we　think　it－the　very　form　of　our　thoughts．

Although　we　have　created　this　edifice　of　language，we　do　not　understand　how　it　was　done．

The　rea1ity　of　language　remains1arge1y　unconscious，its　workings　beyond　the　grasp　of　the

conscious　mind．To　unraveユthis　mystery，to　trace　the　interna1mechanisms　of　an　act　of

1anguage，is　one　of　the　major　cha11enges　of　the　science　of1anguage，1inguistics．

One　of　the　twentieth　century’s　most　origina1and　provocative1inguists　was　Gustave

Guinaume（1883＿1960）．At　the五。oτe　Pm物m幽∫肋m左e∫扮mae∫de　JαSoプろ。舳e　in　Paris，he

spent　most　of　a1ifetime　exp1oring　how　the　mind　directs　the　act　of　language　and　the

re1ationships　between　thought　and　speech，between　mind　and1anguage・His　studies　of　the

hidden　psychomechanisms　of1anguage　processes　eventua11y1ed　to　the　creation　of　an

important　schoo1of1inguistics，known　today　as　Psychomechanics．
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Guinaume　frequent1y　used　spatia1representations　to　iuustrate　many　of　his1inguistic

princip1es，These　visua1images　serve　to　c1arify　concepts　that　are　often　difficu1t　to　describe

in　words，and　win　be　used　extensive1y　in　the　fo11owing　outline　of　an　act　of　language．Many

quotations　from　the　works　of　Guinaume　in　their　origina1French　are　a王so　high1ighted，with

trans1ations　or　interpretations　provided　in　Enghsh。

“Zαlm2m・∫1・・∫柳m・δ・W～m・∫．”’

Mei11et　wrote　that‘‘a　language　invo1ves　a－ 唐凾唐狽?香@where　everything　fits　together　and　has　a

wonderfu11y　rigorous　design．’’A　system　is　an　ensemb1e　of　parts　and　between　these　parts

are　re1ationships　which　are　both　necessary　and　invariant．Guinaume　tried　to　demonstrate

“that　as　far　as　grammar　is　concerned，a1anguage　is　a‘system　of　systems’．’’2The　most

genera1system，that　of　the　parts　of　speech，provides　the　under1ying，unconscious　structura1

mechanism　of　the　word，which　is‘‘the　starting　point　for　the　speaker　of　an　Indo＿European

1・・g・・g・．”3

When　Saussure　proposed　the　Zαmgm伽mZe　d1chotomy　in　his　Co㈹d〃m紬sチ切e　g物6m互e　in

1916，it　revo1utionized　the　wor1d　of1inguistics，but　a1so　Ieft　it　deeply　polarized．Gui1aume

modified　this　theory　and　introduced　the　concept　of　operative　time　in　the　movement　between

Zαm頼e　and励∫com∫（tongue　and　discourse）．In　so　doing　he“1inked　potentia11anguage　with

actua11anguage　by　out1ining　the　subconscious　morphogenic　processes　that　produce　a　word，

showing　that　a　word．．．must　be　assemb1ed　by　the　speaker　at　the　moment　of　need　before　it

can　be　used　in　a　sentence．”4

d1scou1＝s［discourse］

Langage

［Language］

↑

1angue［tOngue］

Langmge　is　an　integrated　who1e　composed　of　two　successive　entities：tongue　and

discourse．Discourse　is　the　actua1physica1rea1ity　of1anguage．It　is　momentary　and
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　5
observab1e，actua1ized　speech　which　resu1ts　from　the　employment　of　tongug，Tongue　is　the

under！ying　menta1content　o土1anguage．It　is　permanent，non＿observab1e，and　contains　a11

the　possibi1ities　of　any　act　of　representation，However，everything　in1anguage　is　process，

and　it　is　the　micro＿stretch　of　time　that　is　required　for　this　menta1process　to　unro11，known

as　operative　time，that　provides　the　necessary　parameters　for　any1ang1ユage　system．

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　6
“0m　e幼れmeδ切κ伽am　m〃6∫m赦”
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Abasicprincip1eofGui11aume’steachingisthatexpressionstartswithwhathasa1ready

been　represented．If　we　have　something　to　say（the　constant　goa1of1anguage），we1ook

within，seeking　among　the　representationa1possibi1ities　permanent1y　estab1ished　there，to

find　the　words　to　express　what　we　want　to　saプ．In　other　words，the　fundamenta1ro1e　of

1anguage　is　to　give　linguistic　form　to　the　experience　an　individua1wishes　to　express．To

achieve　this，we　bring　experience　and　the　desire　to　express　it　into　contact　with　a　complex

system　of　meaning　in　the　unconscious．Here　we　operate　a　choice　among　a11the　potentia1

meanings　that　permanent1y　resi早e　there　to　express　a　certain　notion　as　an　act　of1anguage．

But　the　individua1can　on1y　express　his　experience　indirect1y，through　representation．Thus，

any　act　of1anguage　is　composed　of　two　successive　operations：an　act　of　representing

experience　and　an　act　of　expressing　this　representation．

aCt　Of　language

act　of　representation act　of　expression

（the　word） （the　sentence）

1exica1

“工e∫0妙mOm∫∂e力m∫6e．．．∫0mけmmOmろmm∫e∫．．．．Lα抑∫ク物0物〃e∂eCe∫0卿肋0m8

e∬e励e〃e∫eC〃emκene∫e∫CCe〃e∫e吻ψ0γCα切αm∂0〃emOmmme〃deZ’e∫抑fm肋eC肋m∂m

∫伽gm…Ca・グ・・伽κ∫・五．．．”7

The　structures　in　tongue　are　based　on　a　doub1e　movement　provided　by　the　singu1ar　and　the

universa1，the　movements　of　particu1arization　and　genera1ization．

Every　individua1possesses　a1anguage　mechanism，a　permanent　means　of　ana1yzing

experience1inguistica11y，Ieamed　in　chi1dhood　and　acquired　with　the　mother　tongue．An　act

of1anguage　is　thus　the　operation　by　which　human　beings　ca11on　this　mechanism　to　furnish

the　means　with　which　they　can　represent　and　express　the　experience　they　wish　to

communicate．This　operation　is　based　on　the　two　fundamenta1processes　of　the　human

spirit1particu1arization　and　genera1ization．Within　the　Indo－European　fami1y　it　takes　the

fo11owing．form：

U
particu1arization
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　S

genera1iZatiOn
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　U
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Guinaume　caned　this　mechanism　aろ伽αη’m∫oγ。It　sho耐s“how　a　particuIarizing1exica1

meaning　combines　with　a　generaIizing　grammatica1meaning　to　receive　a　part　of　speech　and

thereby　constitute　a　word．．．．’’呂Thus，he　came　to　view　the　grammar　of　a1anguage　as　a

‘‘

唐凾唐狽?香@of　systems　wherein　the　form　of　the　genera1system　of　the　word　is　reiterated　in

each　of　the　subsidiary　categories　of　words（the　parts　of　speech）．’’9

“工αJαmgme∫≠m炊〃広α㍑egZ0∬0g舳e，Ze5α砂0舳仰τm脆e〔mCCe∬伽5aeグ〃∫オ0かeδZα

力em∫4eCOm∫切C切Ce．工e狐C0州e∫fm砥〃広α左ae力価60gme，Z’e吻Z0づ伽Zm8螂aαm8

．〃舳・f．戸・・グf・〃m・mmオ．6・∫…m〃，れ∫ナm力・∬・∬1・・6’…gl・∬・胸1・伽・肋・地・

3e∫m助0舳e舳eZe∫α力ψ0舳aeグ舳左0切．”

“．．．Ze∫m砂0炊∫ツ∫杉mα〃σme∫伽∫肋ゐemオmZe∫α助0炊〃∫云0切m8〃ナm桃．．．伽〃0mZ∫e舳一

mem・∫，mα1∫m肋m〃∫ゐμ加1・g励・・m∫榊m・a・1α一 Pα・gm．・加

Language　has　a　history．The　structures　in　tongue　are　the　resu1t　of　thousands　of　years　of

gradua1bui1d＿up，engineered　by　the　co11ective　thought　of　one’s　Iinguistic　community．A

chi1d　does　not　just1eam　words，he　or　she1earns　a　way　to　see　through1anguage，a　language

mechanism，which　becomes　structured　in　tongue．

1n　Indo－European　languages　th6vehic1e　for　this　process　is　the　word．In　this　way　words　are

comp1eteIy　constructed　unconscious1y　and　then　arranged　ih　a　certain　syntagma1order

during　an　act　of　express三〇n．At　the　base　of　this　process　is　the　Iimit1ess　stock　of　concepts　or

notions　that　every　individua1has　acquired　in1eaming　his　or　her　mother　ton馴e．Whとn　we

decide　to　say　something，we　iso1ate　certain　of　these　concepts　and　ca11on　our1anguage

mechanism　to　give　them　representation　and　form．This　mechanism　is1ike，an　operationa1

program，a　set　of　empty　neura1circuits　or　pathways，permanent1y　in　existence，but　not

constant1y　in　use．In　English，the　program，which　is　the　constructiona1mechanism　of　the

word，takes　the　fouowing　form：

PARTS　OF　SPEECH

C
O
Npart1cu1arlzatIon
C　U　　　　　　　　　　S
E
P
T

genera1iZatiOn
U

As　communicating　beings　we　are　constant1y　lining　up　our1anguage　mechanism　on　our　data

bank　of　concepts．We　p1ace　certain　of　them　in　this　program　to　construct　word苧，which　are
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de1ivered　in　an　act　of　expression　as　parts　of　speech．The　mechanism　is1atent，but　when

ca11ed　upon，it　becomes　operationaI，and　words　are　constructed　and　assemb1ed　in　an　act　of

1anguage．

PARTS　OF　SPEECH

concept

The　Word

U　　　　　　　　　　S
十Sign

Vord 一考 一

gender N く
＞一

O ← ←
O z 乞

number U
ω日岡＞ρH

ﾖ←

一
韓

○
H

○一

h ←
z
P

同

pe「son N ρ 南 ← O 一

UV く ■ Hω

z o
＞ z

O一
○

ρ
⇒ ○

←
m00dtenSe ｝

E く ■ h 串
串

aspect 串
z ～

く

R ～
○

person OB

In　Eng1ish　the　word　depends　on　a　double　process　of　particu1arization　and　genera1ization　to

bring　about　its　construction．During　the　movement　of　particularization，the　concept　which

has　been　se1ected　and　p1aced　in　the　program，is　stopped　at　a　particu1ar　point　and　its　sign

（physica1component）is　added，producing　the　word　base（semanteme）．Successive

interceptions　of　the　second　genera1izing　movement　give　rise　to　the　vector　forms

（morphemes）which　are　added　to　the　word　base．These　incIude　gender，number，and　person

for　nouns；mood，tense，aspect，and　person　for　verbs．A　fina1interception　at　the　end　of　the

operation　de1ivers　the　part　of　speech，which　integrates　and　fina1izes　the　word’s

deve1opment．

“工αZ0づ碓mmナe，em∫ツ∫杉mα吻m鮒C物me，e∫CCe〃〃eJαがm5頼m6eC0肋emOe力0∫8〃e，勉m励∫

αm’em∫ツ∫杉mα桃ακ0m∫6mク0J0酌mZα〃
　　　　　　　　　　　I工e幼m∬伽．．．．”

7鋤mfee∫Cce〃eaeZαme〃mm∫％kmce

An　act　of1anguage　starts　with　some　form　of　experience　we　wish　to　express．When　we

decide　to　say　something　about　it，we　pu11out　the　necessary　concepts，give　them

representation　and　a　form　for　expression．However，it　is　important　to　note　that　in　the

semio1ogica1system，freedom　prevaiIs．Any　sign　is　good　enough　as－long　as　it　is　suitab1e．

The　only1aw　in　constructing　signs　is　that　of　bare　sufficiency．0n　the　mental　side　of　things，

on　the1eve1of　the　under1ying　system　of　tongue，the1aw　of　greatest　possibIe　coherence

prevai1s．Menta1systems　must　have　a　fundamenta1unity，a　systematic　coherence．Thus，

for　examp1e，the　system　of　the　verb　has　acquired　on　the　menta1side　a　unity　or　coherence

which　can　be　considered　perfect．In　the　semio1ogical　fie1d（i．e．，that　of　signs），however，a

mu1tip1icity　of　conjugations　and　numerous　irregularities　arise　in　most1anguages．

‘ZαナeCゐ物m∂0〃伽Cm∫αgeZα州0尻0m6Cm伽e伽Zmgαge．、、力0舳α批．．肋emOmm6e
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　12
物納∫吻m∂e力0∫肋0m．”
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　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　13
“万力〃〃α力m∫6e肋左emが，∫けmσmCe∫0打，力0〃αgかme〃e－memee’∫me〃e－meme．”

When　we　app1y　this　ana1ytical　technique，a1inguistic　phenomenon　is　a1ways　represented

vectorany；i．e．，its　dynamism　is　a1ways　represented　as　a　vector　movement　which　can　then

be　examined　interna11y　by　means　of　successive　cross＿cuts．By　this　means，the　forms　in

tongue　are　brought　into　the　same　position　that　they　mentany　occupy　in　the　system．The

systems　in　tongue　shou1d　be　perceived　as　movements，with　time　required　for　their

accomp1ishment．In　other　words，an　act　of　language　inc1udes　a　successivity，a　passage　from

tongue　to　discourse．

↑

materia1part　of　the　word：

semanteme（word　base）

／／／ ↑

vector　forms　　　　　part　of
（morpheme；added）　　speech

Language　is－essentia11y　thought　seeking　expression．But　expression　can　on1y　start　with

what　has　a1ready　been　represented．In　Indo＿European　languages，the　act　of1anguage，

which　seems　instantaneous　but　in　fact　requires　time　for　its　accomp玉ishment，consists1arge1y

in　conveying　the　semantemes　and　morphemes　preconstructed　in　the　unconscious　to　their

positions　as　parts　of　speech．Once　these　parts　of　speech　are　assemb1ed　and　voca1ized　by　the

speaker，we　are1eft　with　the　whoIe　aim　of　the1anguage　act　itseH－the　meaning　of　the

speaker．
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