
愛媛大学教育学部紀要 人文・社会科学 第28巻　第1号　41～59 1995

The System
　　　　　　　　　in

of　Aspect，Mood，and

the　Fng1ish　Verb

Tense

Roger　J．Davies

刀eψα7切mオぴ亙mg〃5ゐ

∫C尻00J0グ〃mα地m

　　五〃meσ舳m∫伽

O．Introduction

　　　Any　in－depth　examination　of　aspect，mood，and　tense　in　Eng1ish　wi11immediately　be

confronted　with　certain　underlying　issues　which　must　first　be　addressed　in　order　to

understand　this　system　of　the　verb　and　how　it　functions．The　first　problem，which　is

perhaps　inso1ub1e　at　the　present　time，is　one　of　terminoIogy，both　in　terms　of　generaI

1inguistics　and　as　it　current1y　exists　within　the　English　language　itse1f．The　second　has　t0

do　with　our　present，one－dimensiona1perception　of　the　grammar　of　a1anguage　as　an

exhaustive1isting　of　prescriptive　ru1es　of　usage，or　as　an　equaIly　extensive　deIineatign　of

expressive　effects．This　artic1e　wi11offer　a　differing　perspective，one　which　it　is　hoped　win

provide　a　more　comprehensive　mderstanding　o士the　categories　of　aspect，mood，and　tense

as　they　function　in　Eng1ish．

1．Prob1ems　in　Termino1ogy

1．1 Genera1Ling11istic　Termino1ogy

　　　Langαages　throughout　the　wor1d　represent　and　express　time　in　very　different　ways．

Perhaps　the　greatest　obstac1e　to　ana1yzing　and　defining　these　conceptua1differences　among

1anguages　Iies　in　the　wide　variety　of　meanings　attributed　to　certain　verba1categories

common1y　in　use．Not　on1y　is　there“no　uniformity　in　termino1ogy”（Comrie，1976，p．6），

but　what　is　meant　by　certain　categories　of　meaning　in　one　Ianguage　may　be　at　variance

with　what．is　meant　in　others，resu1土ing　in　a　great　dea1oポ‘termino1ogicaI　and　conceptua1

confusion’’（ibid．，p．1）．Comrie（1976），in　one　of　the　most　detai1ed　works　avai1able　on

verba1aspect　and　re1ated　concepts　as　a　part　of　genera11inguistic　theory（i．e・，not　Ianguage－

particu1ar），notes　that　two　of　the　most　important　categories　of　verba1meaning，those　of

tense　and　aspect，have　quite　d雌erent　imp1ications　in　S1avonic，Romance，and　Germanic
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1anguages、（Although　a　comparative　ana1ysis　of　this　sort　is　beyond　our　scope　here，many　of

Comrie’s　insights　wi11be　drawn　upon　in　the　present　work．）

1．2Grammatica1Nomenc1ature　in　Eng1ish

　　　Nowhere　is　the　termino1ogica1and　conceptual　confusion　mentioned　above　more　evident

than　within　the　Eng1ish1anguage　itse1f．The　use　of　inappropriate　Latin　nomenc1ature　t0

define　the　Iarge1y　Germanic　grammatica1structures　of　Eng1ish　has　often　been1ikened　t0

forcing　proverbia1square　pegs　into　round　ho1es．Traditiona1and　modem　grammarians　have

attempted　to　formuIate　more　appropriate　definitions，resu1ting　in　a　wide　variety　of

terminology　for　which　there　is1itt1e　uniform　agreement．Moreover，in　most1an馴ages

traditiona1termino1ogy，whether　dated　or　not，seems　to　possess　a　certain　inertia，a

resistance　to　change，making　advances　in　this　area　even　more　prob1ematic．As　a　resu1t，

traditiona1temino1ogy　exists　side　by　side　with　more　modem　definitions　in　descriptions　of

modern　EngIish　grammar．In　addition，with　the　increased　importance　of　English　as　an

intemationa11anguage　in　this　century，and　the　widespread　study　of　Eng1ish　as　a　second　or

foreign1anguage　throughout　the　wor1d，attempts　have　been　made　to　simp1ify　Eng1ish

grammatica1termino1ogy　for　students，resu1ting　in　even　further　confusion．

1．2．1　The　Progressive

　　　0ne　Eng1ish　verba1category　which　is　important　in　its　imp1ications　for　understanding　the

system　of　aspect，mood，and　tense，the‘‘progressive，’’has　been1abe1ed　in　a　variety　of

different　ways．Consider　the　fo11owing　terms　coined　by　grammarians　to　describe　the

progressive：a％m伽（Sweet），mm肋e（Curme），com6切mom∫（0nions），eψmδe∂（Jespersen，

Poutsma），伽力e枇。肋e（Comrie，Hirt1e），似。gm∫∫伽（Zandvoort），∫mろ畑舳e（Storms）．Today，

the　terms“progressive’’and‘‘continuous”appear　to　have　gained　re1ativeIy　wide　currency，

though　there　is　far　from　unanimous　agreement　as　to　whether　they　describe　an　aspect，a

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　l
tense，br　a　form．A　brief　survey　of　Eng1ish　teaching　grammars　provides　the　fo11owing

termino1ogy：com伽mom∫オem∫e，Po11ock（1982）；〃。gκe∬云m　Cm∫e，Azar（1981）；が。gm∬伽

ゆecオ，Ce1ce－Murcia　and　Larsen－Freeman（1983）；com伽mom∫〃m，C1ose（1958）．Modern

reference　grammars　such　as　Quirk　et　aI．（1972）seem　to　prefer　the　term〃。gm∬伽α功ecナ．

Grammarians　who　have　ana1yzed　these　issues　in　more　depth，such　as　Hirt1e（1967）and

Comrie（1976），tend　to　emphasize　a　contrast　between伽力e枇。肋e（i．e。，progressive）and

力e枇。痂e（i．e．，simple）．Leech（197！），on　the　other　hand，distinguishes　between　the∫ゴmがe

まem8e　and，a1ternative1y，theカプ。gκe∬わeα∫カecC　or　the力κogm∬〃e／bκm、

1．2．2　The　Perfect

Another　Eng1ish　verba1category　with　important　imp1ications　for　our　ana1ysis，the

42



The　System　of．Aspect，Mood，and　Tense　in　the　Eng1ish　Verb

“perfect，’’has　a1so　been　defined　in　a　variety　of　ways．Azar（1981）uses　the　term，力e枇。チ

オem∫e，and　contrasts　it　with　both似。gm∫∫加物∫e　and∫づm批工m∫e．Most　modern　reference

grammars（see　Quirk　et　a1．，1972）tend　towards　the1abeI，力e炊。τα功ecオ，opposing　it　to　the

above＿mentioned似。gm∬伽eα功ecオ．Comrie（1976，p．6）notes　that“the　perfect　has　usua11y，

but　not　a1ways，been　considered　an　aspect．’’He　states，however，that　it　is　doubtfu1whether

the　perfect　can　be　inc1uded　within　a　strict〔1efinition　of　aspect，a1though　it　is“equa11y　not

just　a　tense’’（ibid．，p．6）．He　goes　on　to　suggest　that‘‘in　many　recent　works　by　Eng1ish＿

speaking1inguists，there　has　been　an　unfortunate　tendency　to　use　the　term‘perfective’for

what．is　here　termed‘perfect川（ibid．，p．12）．A1though　Comrie（ibid．，p．52）“doubts

whether　the　perfect　should　be　considered　an　aspect　at　an＿given　the　traditiona1

termino1ogy，”he　does　in　fact　treat　the　perfect　as　an　aspect，a1though‘‘in　a　rather　different

sense　from6ther　aspects．”

2．Approaches　to　Understanding　and　Teaching　Grammar

　　　The　exampIes　cited　above，invo1ving　the　progressive　and　the　perfect，have　been

presented　to　i11ustrate　the　extent　of　the　wide＿ranging　confusion　that　exists　in　app1ying

linguistic　termino1ogy　to　verbal　categories　in　Eng1ish　today．How，in　fact，is　one　to　make

sense　of　the　bewi1dering　variety　of1abe1s　and　definitions　associated　with　these　issues？In

order　to　answer　this　question，it　is　f量rst　necessary　to　brief1y　examine　our　present

fundamenta1perspectives　on　how　the　grammar　of　a1an馴age　is　viewed．There　appear　to　be

two　basic　ways　of　presenting　the　grammar　of　Eng1ish　today，through　reference　grammars

and　teaching　grammars．

2．1Reference　Grammars

　　　Reference　grammars，both　traditiona1and　modern，are　based　on　a1isting　of　ru1es　of

usage　and　a　de1ineation　of　the　expressive　effects　of　grammatica1forms　in　discourse．In

terms　of　the　verb，they　provide　copious　examp1es　and　exp1anations　of　usage，but　tend　to

minimize　the　importance　any　kind　of　theoretica1framework　to　exp1ain　the　underlying

processes　invo1ved　in　the　construction　of　the　verb　system　of　Eng1ish．A　good　examp1e　of

this　can　be　found　inλ　0〃mκ8めGmmm〃ゲ五mg脆ゐ，in　which　one　short　paragraph，

containing　the　briefest　possib1e　exp1anations，is　devoted　to　the　meanings　of　the　terms

“tense，aspect，and　mood”（Quirk＆Greenbaum，1973，p．40）．These　types　of　grammars

are　implicit1y　based　on　a　one＿dimensiona1view　of　Ianguage　as　existing　so1e1y　in　the　form　of

its　physicaI　manifestations　in　discourse，rather　than　a　dynamic　process　in　which

grammatica1forms　shape　the1exical　content　of　words　within　specific　contexts，Grammar　is

seen　as　a　static　system　of　surface　categorization，rather　than　a　system　of　under1ying

meanings　which　can　be　actuaIized　in　various　contexts．In　fact，for　many　of　these

grammarians，it　wou1d　appear　that　grammar　equa1s　syntax：there　is　an　inabi1ity　to　analyze
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the　under1ying　operations　that　give　rise　to　words；grammatica1ana1ysis　is1imited　to　the

re1ationships　between　them．I11ustrative　of　this　approach　is　a　comment　made　by　Firth

（1958，p．7）：“The　comp1ete　meaning　of　a　word　is　a1ways　contextua1．’’As　a　result　of　this

kind　of　reasoning，grammar　tends　to　be　presented　as　a　patchwork1isting　of　disparate　ru1es

of　usage，．rather　than　a　coherent　system　which　can　account　for　the　vast　array　of　expressive

effects　that　grammatical　forms　give　rise　to　in　context．

　　　Furthermore，in　modern　reference　grammars　and　textbooks　in　which　Iin馴istic　issues

are　ana1yzed　in　more　depth，even　more　confusion　is　created　by　fai1ing　to　distin馴ish

between　the　basic，under1ying　meaning　of　a　grammatica1form　and　its　uses　in　discqurse，

This　is　particuIar1y　evident　in　presentations　of　the　perfect　in　Eng1ish．Comrie，for　examp1e，

distinguishes　between　the　perfect　of　resu1t，the　exberiential　perfect，the　perfect　of

persistent　situation，and　the　perfect　of　recent　past（1976，pp．56＿61）without　ever

attempting　to　show　how　these　m5e∫of　the　form　could　be　re1ated．The　perfect　is　a1so　often

presented　as　an　i11ustration　of　the　indefinite　past．Leech（197！，p．32）states　that“with

‘event　verbs’the　Present　Perfect　may　refer　to　some　indefinite　happenings　in　the　past（e．g．，

He’s　a　man　who肋∫e妙mづemcea　suffering．）’’As　Comrie（1976，p．55）notes，however，

“temporal　adverbs．、．provide　a　usefuI　heuristic　device　for　identifying　the　Perfect．．．．’’

Fo11owing　this1ine　of　reasoning，if　the　perfect　is　an“expression　of　past　time”as　is　c1aimed

by　Leech（ibid．），we　shou1d　be　ab1e　to　add　a　past　tense　adverb（e．g．，＊He’s　a　man　who肋∫

e功e7ゴemce∂sufferingツe∫オe〃αツ．）．C1early，this　is　not　possib1e．Simi1ar1y，many　grammarians

fai1to　distinguish　between　the　meaning　of　adverbs　associated　with　the　perfect　on　the　leve1

of　usage　and　the　basic，under1ying　meaning　of　the　form．Leech（1971，p．33）states　that“it

is　worth　recognizing　a　sub＿category　of　the　indefinite　past　meaning，that　of　RECENT

INDEFINITE　PAST［and1ts］assoc1at1on　w1th　the　adverbs〃∫ちαZmαψ，mcem妙，andツef”

（e．g．，Iゐme　just　e〃m．）．However，as　Comrie（1976，p．60）states，‘‘the　perfect［itse1f］does

not．．．imp1y　that　the　past　situation　is　recent，since　present　relevance　does　not　necessari1y

imp1y　recentness．’’By　de1eting　the　adverb　in　the　above　examp1e（e．g．，I乃me　eαオm．），we　get

a　much　different　expressive　effect＿　i．e．，“I’m　not　hungry　now．’’Thus，fai1ure　t0

distinguish　the　basic，underlying　meaning　of　a　gr早mmatica1form　such　as　the　perfect　from

its　adverbia1conocations，resu1ts　in　an　inabi1ity　to　present1anguage　as　a　coherent　system　of

meaning．

　　　In　short，in　these　types　of　grammars，Ianguage　is　seen　so1e1y　as　a　summation，rather

than　as　an　operative　system．In　fact，however，grammar　is　not舳αオwe　think，but尻。ωwe

think　it，the　form　we　give　a　concept，and　different1anguages　do　this　in　different　ways．In

order　to　mderstand　the　system　of　aspect，mood，and　tense　in　Eng1ish，it　is　necessary　to

think　operative1y；i．e．，to　think　of　the　construction　of　the　image　of　time　within　the　system　of

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　2
the　Eng1ish　verb　as　an　oψemガ。m．

2．2Teaching　Grammars
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　　　Teaching　grammars，on　the　other　hand，take　a　different　approach．In　an　attempt　to

simp1ify　grammar　for　students，particular1y　those　invo1ved　in　L21earning，they　supply1ess

extensive　grammatical　exp1anations　than　do　reference　grammars．Dri11s　and　explanations

are　provided　for　student　practice，and　the　grammatica1exp1anations　presented　are　tai1ored

to　fit　these　exercises．Most　of　these　teaching　grammars　c1aim　to　be　designed　for　advanced

leve1s　of　study：“Grammar　for　High　LeveI　Students”．（Po11ock，1982），“．．．for　intermediate

through　advanced　students．．．’’（Azar，1981，p．81），‘‘．．．to　provide　advanced

students．．．with．．．practice1．．”（Frank，1972，p．ix）．Yet，surprising1y，there　is1itt1e　attempt　to

go　beyond　simp1ified　grammar　and1imited　usage　and　account　for　usage　which　is　the1east

bit　out　of　the　ord呈nary，or　which　varies　from　that　which　is　necessary　to　comp1ete　the

carefu11y　constructed　exercises　and（玉ri1王s．The　fact　that　this　approach　is　at　variance　with

numerous　examp1es　found　in　Eng1ish　is　genera11y－ignored，and　students　usuany　have　t0

discover　the　comp1exities　and　pitfa11s　of　more　advanced　usage　for　themse1ves，and　often

have　to　correct　what　was1earned　at　ear1ier1eve1s．More　important1y，students　are　never

provided　with　a　coherent　overview　of　how　verba1categories，such　as　aspect，mood，and

tense，operate　within　the　system　of　the　Eng1ish　verb．

3．Definitions

　　　Before　beginning　an　examination　of　aspect，mood，and　tense　in　more　detai1，it　is　first

necessary　to　c1arify　a　number　of　conf1icting　expressions　invo1ving　verba1categories　which

give　rise　to　confusion　and　which　are　crucia1to　any　understanding　of　this　system　of　the

verb．

3．1Tense　vs　Time　Spheres

　　　Quirk＆Greenbaum（1973，p，40）state　that“time　is　a　universaI，non■inguistic　concept

with　three　divisions：past，present，and　future；byオem∫e　we　understand　the　correspondence

between　the　form　of　the　verb　and　our　concept　of　timel”Ambiguous　statements　of　this　kind

give　rise　to　the且mpression　that　in　Eng1ish　we　have　three　tenses：past，present，and　future．

However，there　is　nothing　in　the　Eng1ish　verb　system　that　represents　the　present一助em応

m力m∫m㍑m5e．Comrie（1976，p．5）suggests　that“tense　is　a　deictic　category，i．e．1ocates

situations　in　time，usuauy　with　reference　to　the　present　moment．”This　statement　is　c1oser

to　the　mark，but　stin　does　not　give　a　c1ear　idea　of　how　tense　operates．in　the　system　of　the

Eng1ish　verb．C1oser　sti11is　a　conceptua1scheme　deve1oped　by　Guinaume（Hirt1e＆Hewson

trans．，1984，p．7）in　which　he　states　that“there　is　a　trimorphic　spatia1ization　of　time（past，

present，future）found　in　ancient　Greek，Latin，and　the　Romance1anguages，and　a

dimorphic　spatia1ization，characteristic　of　the　Germanic　Ianguages（past，extensive

present）．’’In　this　representation　of　the　tenses　of　the　indicative　in　Eng1ish，the　present

mo卯ent　is‘‘the　ever　f1eeting　bouidary　between　past　and　future’’（Jespersen，1954）．In
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Eng1ish，the　present　is　simp1y　an　instant　in　time，one　that－ 唐?垂≠窒≠狽?刀@the　past　from　the　non＿

past．Therefore，for　the　purposes　of　this　artic1e，we　wi11refer　to　the　fm∫e∫of　the　Eng1ish

verb　in　the　indicative　mood　as切∫オand　mom＿力α∫C，whi1e　the“universa1，non－1inguistic

concepts’’of切∫ち似e∫emちmaカオme　wi11be　referred　to　asガme∫〃em∫．

3．2Mood　vs　lModa1s

　　　Webster’s（1990，p．770）states　that　mood　re1ates　to“a　particu1ar　set　of　inf1ectiona1

forms　of　verb　to　express　whether　the　action　or　state　it　denotes　is　conceived　as　fact　or　in

some　other　manner（as　co叩mand，possibiIity，or　wish）．”We　wi11be　examining　three　moods

in　the　Eng1ish　verb　system：the　indicative，the　subjunctive，and　the　quasi－nominaI．It　is

necessary，however，to　distinguish　between　the　subjunctive　mood　as　part　of　a　particu1ar　set

of　inf1ectional　forms　of　the　verb，which　denote　the　virtua1ity　of　an　event，and　moda1

auxi1iary　verbs，which　a1so　express　the　potentia1ity　of　an　event，but　through　the　appreciab1e

1exica1content　they　carry　into　discourse、

3．3Tense　vs　Aspect

　　　As　we　have　seen　in　section1．2．1，and　as　Comrie（1976，p．1）notes，there　is　considerab1e

“termino1ogica1and　conceptua1confusion［regarding］tense　and　aspect．’’Tense　invo1ves

forms　of　a　verb　that　express　distinctions　of　time，and　different1anguages　do　this，in

different　ways．Eng1ish　has　two　tenses　in　the　indicative，past　and　non＿past；Romance

1anguages　distinguish　three　tenses，past，present，and　future；many1anguages　lack　tenses

a1together（i．e．，do　not　have　grammatica1ized　time　reference），though　pro1〕ab1y　an1anguages

can1exica1ize　time　reference　through　the　use　of　temporaI　adverbs（see　Comrie，p．6）．As

indicated，however，with　aspect“there　is　no　genera11y　accepted　terminology’’（ibid．，p．11）．

As　a　starting　point　for　mderstanding　the　category　of　aspect　in　Eng1ish，and　as　a　means　of

distinguishing　aspect　from　tense，we　shan　agree　with　Sweet’s　definition　that　aspect　invo1ves

“distinctions　of　time　independent　of　any　reference　to　past，present，or　future”（1955，p．

101）．

3．4Pro紅essive　Aspect　vs　Perfect　Aspect

　　　One　of　the　major　difficu1ties　in　ana1yzing　the　category　of　aspect　in　EngIish　is　that　once

aspect　has　been　distinguished　from　tense，‘‘the　term‘aspect’suffers　from．．lthe　disadvantage

［of　being　used］as　a　genera1cover＿term　for　a　variety　of　different　kinds　of　distinction”

（Comrie，1976，p．6）．This　confusion　is　encountered　in　the　use　of　the　term　aspect　t0

describe　both　the　progressive　and　the　perfect　in　Eng1ish．Even　though　they　perform

significant1y　different　functions，by　Iabe1ing　both　the　progressive　and　the　perfect　as　aspects，

students　are　given　the　mistaken　impression　that　they　somehow　oppose　one　another　in　the
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system　of　the　Eng1ish　verb．This　is　c1ear1y　not　the　case，a1though　they　do　combine　in　one

verba1category，the　perfect　progressive，Comrie　himse1f　seems　to　be“hedging　his　bets”on

this　issue．He　states　that‘‘aspect　is．．．concemed　with　the　interna1tempora1constituency　of

［a］situation［i．e．，imperfective　vs　perfective；or，progressive　vs　simp1e］’’（1976，p．5）．Later，

however，he　goes　on　to　define　the　perfect　as“an　aspect　in　a　rather　different　sense　from　the

other　aspects　treated　so　far’’（ibid．，p．52），and　describes　it　as　a　means　of　re1ating“some

state　to　a　preceding　situation，”though　te11ing　us　‘‘nothing　direct1y　about　the　situation　in

itse1f’’［i．e．，the　perfect］（ibid．）．He　supports　his　stance　by　stating　that“since　the　perfect　is

very　often　referred　to　as　an　aspect，discussion　of　it　has　been　inc1uded　in　the　present　book”

（ibid．，p．6）．Jespersen，however，in　an　ear1y　critique　of　the　tendency　to　c1assify　various

heterogenous　distinctions　as　aspect　（e．9．，Progressive　and　perfect），suggests　that　“the

different　phenomena　which　others　have　brought　together　under　this　one　c1ass（or　these　two

cIasses）shou1d　not　from　a　pure1y　notiona1point　of　view　be　c1assed　together”（1951，p．287）．

4．O　The　System　of　Aspect，Mood，and　Tense
　　　　　　　in　the　Eng1ish　Verb

　　　It　shou1d　be　evident　from　the　preceding　sections　that　our　current　perspectives　on

Eng1ish　grammar　have　resulted　in　a　termino1ogica1and　conceptua1morass　which　prec1udes

any　systematic　and　coherent　understanding　of　the　functioning　of　the　Eng1ish　verb，As　a

result，most　modern　gramm－arians，whi1e　methodica11y　de1ineating　the　vast　array　of

contextua1meanings　and　effects　of　grammatica1forms，tend　to　de1iberate1y　avoid

addressing　the　question　of　how　these　forms　are　generated．

　　　This　paper　wi11present　a　new　approach　to　these　issues，one　in　which　the　verb　is　viewed

as　a　coherent，operative　system，giving　rise　to　the　myriad　expressive　effects　found　in

discourse．This　approach　is　based　on　the　work　of　the　French1inguist，Gustave　Guinaume，

and　the　app1ication　of　his　theories　to　Eng1ish　by　Wa1ter　Hirt1e，Roch　Va1in，and　John

Hewson．It　shou1d　be　stated　at　the　outset，however，that　there　are　certain　serious　prob1ems

re1ated　to　these　works．First　of　an，because　Gui11aume　wrote　in　French，many　of　his　ideas

are　not　easi1y　accessib1e　to　Eng1ish　speakers．Furthermore，as　HirtIe＆Hewson（1984，p，

xix）note，trans1ations　of　Gui11aume’s　theories　pose　a“particu1ar　danger［as］a1anguage

relates　to　its　own　cu1tura1matrix，and　the　Iatter　remains　foreign　even　in　a　trans1ation．’’

Gui11aume’s　approach　to1inguistics　is　neither　mechanist　nor　reductionist，and“a　reader

reared　on　the　psycho1ogy　of　Skimer，on　the　Cartesian　mechanism　of　Chomsky，on　the

positivism　of　Wittgenstein，may　we11suffer　from　cu1ture　shock’’（ibid．）。More　important1y，

however，many　of　Hirt1e’s（1967＆1975）ear1ier　writings　in　particu1ar，though　e1egant　in

design，remain　unnecessari1y　obscure　and　virtually　inaccessibIe　to　the　ordinary　reader．This

paper，then，is　presented，not　as　an　origina1work，but　rather　as　a　synthesis，a

simp1icfication　and　clarification，of　the　above＿mentioned　authors，in　the　hope　of　making

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　3
them　more　accessibIe　to　serious　students　of　Eng1ish．
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4．O．1The　Approach

　　　The　approach　to　the　system　of　the　Eng1ish　verb　used　here　was　conceived　and　first

emp1oyed　by　Gustave　Gui1／aume．Many　publications　of　Gui11aume’s　works　are　now　avai1ab1e

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　4
fcr　those　who　wish　to　study　his　method　of　ana1ysis　in　more　detai1，but　for　the　purposes　of

this　artic1e　we　win1imit　ourse1ves　to　an　out1ine　of　some　of　the　more　important　of

GuiI｝au棚e’s　basic　princip1es：

・The　relation　between　the　physica1and　the　menta1is　the　most　important　and　most

neg1ected　re1ationship　in　キhe　study　of　1anguage．If　the　various　contextua1senses　of　a

grammatica1form　arise　asαc伽α脆e∂meαm加g∫，what　is　the　under1ying，ク。左m肋J　meαm伽g

from　which　they　arose？For　examp1e，there　are　two　ways　of　studying　the　imperfective（i．e．，

progressive，in　Eng1ish）：

It　can　be　studied　in　discourse　a1one，in　the　sentence　as　expressed，in　which［it］has　not　just　one

shade　of　meaning，but　a　thousand．Any　attempt　to　reduce　a11thousand　of　these　to　any　one［basic

meaning］wou玉d　be　wasted　effort；one　wou1d　inevitab1y　get1ost　in　making　distinctions－The

altemative　is　to　study［it］first［as　a　potentia1，underlying　meaning］to　discover　the　unchanging

systematic　condition　that　it　represents．（Gui11aume，1984，p．98）

・Language　is　more　than　a　summation，a　resu1t；there　is　a　movement，an　operation　in

constructing1anguage．In　ana1yzing1anguage，it　is　necessary　to　think　oψeκαガ。e砂　一　i，e．，

anytime　you　see　a　resu1t，think　of　the　operation　that　caused　it．Because　everything　in

1anguage　is　process，6ne　shouId“focus　on　the　operationa1rather　than　on　the　more　apparent

resu1tative”（ibid．，p．xiii）．

・‘‘`n　act　of1anguage，rapid　though　it　may　be，is　accompanied　by　a　passage　of　time’’

（Hirt1e，1967，p．12）．In　other　words，a“micro＿stretch　of　time，’’oψem伽eわme，is　necessary

for“this　menta1process　to　unron’’（Gui11aume，1984，p．xiii）．By　focusing　on　this　operative

time，the1inguist　is　abIe　to　determine　a　mo肋mαZ　c〃。moτo馴to　view　potential　meanings‘‘as

the　consequences　of　their　position－intitia1，media1，or　final＿within　the　system’’（ibid．）．

‘‘

shus　the　idea　of　virtua1ity　necessari1y　imp1ies　priority　with　regard　to　the　idea　of

actua1ity．Simi1ar1y　an　operation　must　be　seen　preceding　its　result　and　a　condition　its

consequence”（Hirt1e，1967，p．44）．

・For　speakers　of　Indo＿European1anguages，“the　most　genera1system　of　the1anguage［is］

that　of肋e　moκ．The　grammar　of　a1anguage［is］a　system　of　systems　wherein　the　form　of

the　genera1system　of　the　word　is　reiterated　in　each　of　the　subsidiary　categories　of　word

（the　parts　of　speech）’’（Gui11aume，1984，xv手）．“The　word　has　the　same　generaI　structure　in

every　Indo－European1anguage　a1though　the　architecture　of　the　sub－systems　may　be
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different　in　each1anguage．［Thus］the切材＿4二功eec尻structure　is　the　starting　point　for　the

speaker　of　an　Indo－European1anguage”（ibid．，xvi－xvii）．

・Time，not　being　representab1e　by　itse1f，bases　its　means　of　representation　on　spatial

characteristics，“in　the　absence　of　which　we　wou1d　know　time　only　as　experience’’（ibid．，p．

6）．Diagrams　or　schematics　are　used　to　inustrate　this∫卯肋Z6m肋mぴκme，as　they‘‘can

bring　out　a　system　of　re1ationships　better　than　words”（ibid．，p．18）．

4．O．2Time　and　the　Eng1ish　Verb

　　　On　the　basis　of　the　above　princip1es，we　can　state　that　in　English　the　verb　provides　an

operative　mechanism　for　representing　time　grammatica11y．But　this　is　a　double

representation．Our　immediate　experience　brings　us　into　contact　with　on1y　the　duration　of

particu1ar　happenings．Yet　we　know　that　these　happenings　are　situated　in　a1arger　stretch

of　time．We　can　distinguish，therefore，betweentime　as　the　container　of　a11events（m伽κ∫e

ガme）and　time　contained　in　any　event（eoe〃れme）．A　sufficient　image　of　the　verb　must

inc1ude　a　representation　of　universe　time　and　event　time，and　a　conjugation　of　the　two．The

operative　mechanisms　that　grammaticaI1y　represent　this　comp1ete　image　of　time　are　found

in　the　systems　of　aspect，mood，and　tense．

4．1The　System　of　Mood

　　　One　of　the　categories　of　the　Enghsh　verb，that　of　mood，can　be　exp1ained　on　the　basis

of　universe　time．Mood　is　an　operative　system，an　unconscious　menta1process，through

which　our　grammatica1representation　of　time　is　constructed，from　the　most　abstract　to　the

most　concrete，from　the　most　rudimentary　to　the　most　constructive，from　an　incomp1ete　to

a　fina1representation．There　are　three　moods　in　Eng1ish：the　quasi－nomina1（consisting　of

the（to）infinitive，present　particip1e，and　past　participle：so　named　because　they　can

function　either　as　verbs，or　as　nouns　or　adjectives　in　discourse），the　subjunctive（denoting

the　virtua1，the　unrea1，the　potentiaI，and　used　in　discourse　to　express　wishes，possibi1ities，

commands，etc．），and　the　indicative（expressing　that　which　is　conceived　of　as　factua1or

rea1）．This　menta1operation，which　consists　of　constructing　a　forma1representation　of　time，

is　ca11ed　c伽。mogme∫づ∫（from　the　Greek：c伽。no－time；gme∫ゐ一to　generate）．It　can　be　heId

up　at　certain　points　and　the　resu1ting　image　is　caned　a　c伽。mo肋e∫ゐ，each　of　which

corresponds　to　one　of　the　three　grammatica1moods　of　Eng1ish．Each　mood，therefore，

represents　a　different　moment　in　the　menta1system　of　constructing　a　time　image，and　so

gives　a　different　representation　of　universe　time．The　events　which　our　immediate

experience　brings　us　into　contact　with　can　be　situated　in　one　of　these　representations．

Mood，therefore，is　a　sing1e　operation　or　sequence，which　can　be　intercepted　at　initiaI，

media1，or　fina1positions，each　one　representing　a　c伽。mo伽s応。r　grammatica1mood　of

49



Roger　J． Davies

Eng1ish．

3rd　Chronothesis

→

2nd　Chronothesis一一一〉

1st　Chronothesis

→

Indicative　Mood

Subjunctive　Mood

十一一一一一一一一一」一一一一一Quas1－nomlna1Mood

4．1．1 The　Qmsi－nomina1Mood

　　　The　quasi＿nomina1mood　is　the　most　rudimentary　of　the　time　images　of　the　Eng1ish

verb．Events　are　perceived　in　three　ways：with肋eづ炉m〃m（e．g．，（to）go），as　something　yet

to　be　rea1ized；with肋e仰e∫mC力mκαψえe（e．g．，going），as　something　which　is　being　rea1ized；

and　with肋e力α∫’力α〃。φZe（e．g．，gone），as　something　that　has　already　been　rea1ized．

　　　GOING＝

［Part1y　virtua1

　　　　　　　（hap

GONE：past　particip1e
【comp1ete1y　actualized］

（a1ready　happened）

○○

（TO）G0： infinitiVe

［Virtual］

（yet　to　hapPen）

P・e…tp・・止i・ipl・

par［1y　actuaHzed］

pening）

○○
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　　　In　the　quasi－nomina1mood　the　infinitive　presents　an　event　whose　who1e　deve1opment　is

seen　in　the　offing，as　not　yet　actua1ized．The　present　particip1e　presents　a　partly　deve1oped

event，one　sp1it　between‘‘not　yet’’（time　not　actua1ized）and“a1ready’’（time　a1ready

actua1ized）．With　the　past　particip1e　the　event　seen　as　over；it　is　seen　in　retrospect．

　　　The　fo11owing　examp1es　may　heIp　in　visua1izing　the　three　ways　that　events　are

perceived　in　the　quasi－nominal：

・There　is　an　hour　fo8o．エyet　to　happen；approaching　actua1ization］

　　There　is　an　hour8ome。［a1ready　rea1ized］

・At　an　auction：8o云mg，9o伽g，9ome

・　a　brideナ。わe『yet　to　be　actualized］

・　aプb〃づm£tree［part1y　actuaIized－present　particip1e　used　as　an　adjective］

　　aプb〃em　treeエa1ready　actuaIized－past　particip1e　used　as　an　adjective］

・There’s　nothingオ。　ao．

　　There’s　nothing　ao伽g．

　　There’s　nothing　aome、

　　　From　the　operationa1standpoint，一this　first　c〃。mo肋e∫乞8arises　when　the　operation　of

c伽。mogem∫応is　stopped　immediate1y　in　its　first　instant，resu1ting　in　the　quasi＿nominaI

mood．Characteristic　of　this　mood　is　the　fact　that　there　is　no　representation　of力eκsom　and

no　representation　of　the似e∫mC．Universe　time　is　seen　as　rudimentary，time　moving　a1ong

with　no　beginning　and　no　end：the　on1y　way　for　an　event　to　be　rea1is　for　time　to　bring　it　to

us　from　the　future，with　time　moving　from　a　fie1d　that　is　not　yet　actualized　toward　a　fie1d　of

time　that　has　a1ready　been　actua1ized．Because　there　is　no　representation　of力eκ∫om　in　the

quasi＿nomina1mood，there　is　no　spatia1entity　to　which　we　can　anchor　the　verb．As　a

resu1t，we　do　not1ook　at　the　event　from　the　point　of　view　of　the　subject．The　three　tenses

evident　in　the　quasi＿nomina1mood　are　actua11y　three　ways　of1ooking　at　an　event　in　the

absence　of　a　subject　from　the　point　of　view　of　non＿finite　verb　forms（non＿finite　verbs　do

not　take　a　subject　and　can　thus　be　used　as　substantives－e．g．，肌グ切m身is　good　for　the

hea1th．）．Because　there　is　no　reference　to　the力m∫mC　in　the　quasi＿nomina1mood，there　is　no

such　thing　as　time　spheres（i．e．，past，present，future），and　events　can　be　situated　anywhere

in　time．

4．1．2 The　Subjunctive　lMood

From　this　least　constructive　image　of　universe　time　in　the　quasi＿nomina1mood，which
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is　perceived　through　the　infinitive　and　two　particip1es，and　in　which　there　is　no

representation　of　person　and　no　reference　to　the　present，the　operation　of　the　construction

of　the　time　image　continues　to　its　second　moment　or　interception：the　subjunctive　mood．

Present　Subjunct｛ve：stin　virtual，but　given　time　may　be　possib1e

　　　　　　　　　　　‘‘I　suggest　that　you　be　more　carefu1．’’

［be1

○○ ○○

［Were1

○○ ○○

Past　Subjunctive：impossib1e　to　actua1ize

‘‘

hf　I　were　you，I　wou1d　be　more　carefu1．”

　　　There　are　two　tenses　in　the　Eng1ish　subjunctive　mood：the　present　and　the　past：

・The　past　subjunctive　is　now　thought　to　be　archaic　for　the　vast　majority　of　verbs　in

Eng1ish，but　sti11exists　with　the　verbオ。わe（e．g．，If　I　mme　you．．．；Ifhe　mem　rich．．．）．With　the

past　subjunctive，what　is　evoked　is　considered　to　be　impossib1e　to　actua1ize（i．e。，I　can　never

be　you．）．

・The　present　subjunctive，a1though　sti11depicting　events　that　are　considered　virtua1or

unrea1，suggests　that　the　potentia1ity　of　the　event，given　time，may　be　possib1e（e．g．，He

suggested　that　she〃。硝tomorrow．）．

　　　It　shou1d　a1so　be　noted　that　because　the　subjunctive’s　fie1d　of　usage　in　modern　Eng1ish

has　never　been　comprehensive1y　defined（see　Hirt1e，1964，p．80），it　is　a　rather　controversia1

form　which　many　grammarians　consider　to　be“fossiIized’’or“gradua11y　dying　out”（ibid．，

p．75）．However，far　from　being　extinct，the　present　subjmctive　can　be　easi1y　identified

where　it　is　morpho1ogica11y　different　from　the　indicative，as　with　the　verb　foわe，and　through

the　absence　of　the∫一ending　in　the　third　person　singu1ar：

　　　・A　bi1ingual　country　may　require　that　its　civil　servantsうe　f1uent　in　the　officia1

　　　　1anguages　of　the　country．

　　　・Au　I　ask　is　that　she　Zoo尾after　the　kids．（ibid．，1964，p．77）

Where　the　subjunctive　is　not　morpho1ogicany　distinct　from　the　indic弓tive，it　can　be

distinguished　by　a　substitution　technique：by　putting　a　third　person　singu1ar　noun　or

pronoun　into　the　subject　s1ot　and　observing　the　effect　on　the　verb（ibid．，P．78）：

　　　・We　suggest　that　you　e功eれme〃with　your　own　f1avors．

　　　・cf．We　suggest　that　the　buyer　eκ力m5me〃with　his　own　iavors．

The　present　subjunctive　can　a1so　be　recognized　through　the　formation　of　the　negative

without　the　auxi1iary　ao，by　taking　moC　before（ibid．）：
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　　　・The　doctors　suggest　that　I　not〃切尾。offee．

Through　these　techniques，we　can　see　that　although　the　subjunctive　is　sometimes　difficu1t

to　recognize　in　discourse，it　has　certain1y　not　disappeared　as　many　grammarians　wou1d

　　　　　　　o
SuggeSt．

　　　In　the　operative　system　through　which　our　grammatica1representation　of　time　is

constructed，the　subjupctive　is　very　much　aHve．At　this　media1position　in　the　operation　of

c伽。mogem∫4∫，a　more　comp1ete　time　image　is　rea1ized　through　the　introduction　of　the

category　of力eκ∫om．The　verb　now　has　a　subject　to　anchor　it　in　space，but　there　is　sti11no

division　of　universe　time　into　time　spheres，so　the　image　is　sti11not　seen　as　complete．

Without　reference　to　the　present，the　subjunctive　can　never　express　the　actua1ization　of　the

event（as　in　the　indicative），and　sc　the　event　is　seen　as　virtual，unrea1，potentia1．The　event

camot　be　represented　as　reany　existing　because　there　are　no　divisions　into　time　spheres，

thus　no　anchor　for　the　event　in　universe　time，and　so　no　representation　of　the　event　as　rea1

is　possib1e．As　a　result，the　subjunctive　is　used　to　evoke　wishes，possibi1ities，hypotheses，

commands，etc．This　distinction　between　the　subjunctive　and　the　indicative　in　terms　of

time　spheres　can　be　seen　c1ear1y　in　the　fonowing　examp1es：

　　　・I　suggested　that　he　mo肋tomorrow／today／yesterday．［In　the　subjunctive　mood　there

　　　　is　no　representation　of　the　present．］

　　　・cf．I　know　that　he〃。肋∫tomorrow／today／＊yesterday．［In　the　indicative　there　is　a

　　　　c1ear　distinction　between　past　and　non＿past．］

4．1．3 The　Indicative1Mood

　　　The　operation　of　the　construction　of　the　time　image　in　EngIish　reaches　its　conc1usion　in

the　indicative　mood　with　the　insertion　of　the　present　moment．Universe　time　is　now

divided　into　two　stretches，the　past　and　the　non＿past．This　third　and　fina1moment　in　the

mentaI　operation　under1ying　the　system　of　mood　contains　both　a　representation　of力eκ∫om

and　of　the仰e5emオ，thus　aI1owing　the　event　to　be　depicted　as　rea1both　in　time　and　in　space．

As　a　resu1t，the　indicative　mood　is　used　to　depict　events　that　are　considered　rea1or　factua1．

　　　There　are　on1y　two　forms　of　the　verb　in　Eng1ish　in　the　indicative：two　tenses，two

representation　of　time－past　and　non－past（e．g．，worked／work（s））、

（he）worked

○○
［Past］

（he）work（s）

［non－Past］

○○

4．1．4 A　Synthesis　of　the　System　of　Mood

　　　The　system　of　mood　can　thus　be　seen　to　consist　of　a　bui1ding　up　of　a　representation　of

time　from　an　incomp1ete　to　a　fina1representation．This　mentaユ。peration　is　caned
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c〃。mogem∫応，and　each　resu1ting　image　is　a　c〃。mo肋e∫4∫which　is　obtained　by　ho1ding　up

亡he　operation　at　certain　points．

　　　In　the　quasi－nomina1mood，the　operation　is　stopped　immediate1y．There　is　no

representation　of　person（i，e．，no　subject）and　no　reference　to　the　present．There　are　three

tenses　in　the　quasi＿nomina1：the（to）infinitive，the　present　particip1e，and　the　past

particip1e．These　non－finite，forms　of　the　verb　act　as“bui1ding　b1ocks’’for　a　more　comp1ete

representation　of　the　verb．

　　　In　the　subjunctive　mood，a　subject　is　intf0duced，but　there　is　sti11no　representation　of

the　present　to　anchor　the　event　in　time，and　as　a　consequence　the　event　is　seen　a　virtua1，

unrea1，potentia1．There　are　two　tenses　in　the　subjunctive，past　and　present，but　neither　is

restricted　to　a　particu1ar　time　sphere．Both　present　the　event　in　term芦。f　its　potentia1

（negative　or　positive）of　being　actua1ized．

　　　In　the　indicative　mood，the　present　moment　is　introduced，and　each　event　is　evoked　in

ter㎡s　of　its　reality，The　present　in　the　indicative　is　represented　as1imit，resuIting　in　two

tenses，the　past　and　non－Past．

（he）went　　　　　　（he）9oes

3rd　Chronothesis＿＿＿レ Indicative　Mood

（he）9o

2nd　Chronothesis＿＿＿〉
（h吐瞥㌧一

Subjunctive　Mood

g0

gO　ing

gOne

1st　Chronothesis＿＿＿レ Quasi－nomina1Mood

4．2The　System　of　Aspect

　　　In　previous　sections（1．2．1，1．2．2，2．1，3．3，3．4），we　examined　the　a1most　insurmountab1e

d雌icu1ties　encomtered　in　attempting　to　arrive　at　a　coherent　understanding　of　the　category

o∫aspect　i｛Eng1ish，from　both　the　termino1ogica1and　conceptu具1points　of　view．Some　new

termino1ogy　wi11be　introduced　in　this　section，not　because　it　is　expected　that　it　wi11
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suppIant．more　traditiona1terms，but　because　it　is　both　usefu1and　necessary　for　an

understanding　of　our　proposed　ana1ysis，・illustrating　how　the　system　of　aspect　functions　in

Eng1ish．

　　　In　terms　of　the　operative　program　under1ying　the　Eng1ish　verb，we　have　seen　that　the

system　of　mood　can　be　explained　on　the　basis　of　universe　time，a　deve1opment　of　the　image

of　time　from　its　most　rudimentary，to　an　expression　of　the　virtua1，and　fina11y　to　denote　that

which　is　considered　rea1，The　system　of　aspect，on　the　other　hand，is　based　on　event　time，

the　time　contained　in　any　event，The　category　of　aspect　has　three　characteristics：it　is

based　on　event　time；it　finds　expression｛n　every　mood，tense，and　person；and　it　permits

distinctions　of　time　without　reference　to　time　spheres．

　　　In　Eng1ish　event　time　can　be　viewed　in　two　ways：from　within，or　from　a　retrospective

point　of　view．In　other　words，the　system　of　aspect　is　a　means　of　providing　an　image　of　the

event’s　interior，or　of　its　aftermath．These　two　operationa1possibi1ities　whereby　the　mind

can　provide　itse1f　with　a　representation　of　event　time　can　be　described　as伽mαmmf（from

the　Latin：伽一inside；mmem－remaining，permanent）and切m∫cemamC（棚m∫一beyond；αo－

gOing）aspect，respective1y（see　Hirt1e，1975）．

4．2．1 Immanent　Aspect

　　　The　representation　of　event　time　in　the　immanent　aspect　invo1ves　the　interior　of　the

event．There　are　severa1ways　of　expressing　an　event’s　interior　in　Eng1ish：

　　　・the　simp1e　form－the　speaker　can　represent　the　who1e　of　the　event　from　beginning　to

　　　　　end＿e，g．，He　mα∂the　book．

　　　・the　progressive　form－the　speaker　can　represent　on1y　part　of　the　action，imp1ying

　　　　the　rest　as　a　possibユe　accomp1ishment＿e．g．，He舳∫mα励m£the　book．

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　7
　　　・emっhaticδo（6o　auxihary＋infinitive）＿e．g．，He励a　mαδthe　book．

B

（he）read

（he）was　reading

　　　In　each　of　these　cases，our　perspective　cn　the　action　of　the　verb　is　from　inside　the

event，viewing　the　unro11ing　of　the　event　as　who1e（the　simple　form）or　as　part（the

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　呂
progressive　form）．Thus，with　the　immanent　aspect，there　are　severa1positions，a

mu1tip1icity　of　signs，to　denote　the　event　as　nascent，as　a　coming＿to＿be．Each　position

provides　a　different　perspective，but　with　each，the　subject’s　fie1d　of　possibユe　activity　is
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inside　the　event．．Of　importance　here　is　the　fact　that　the　simple　and　progressive　forms　exist

in　opposition　to　one　another　as　two　positions　within　the　immanent　aspect，each　of　which

gives　a　differing　perspective　on　the　interior　of　the　event．

4．2．2Tra皿scendent　Aspect

　　　In　contrast－to　the　mu1tip1icity　of　signs　in　the　immanent　aspect，in　the　transcendent

aspect　there　is　on1y　one　position，one　sign，that　can　provide　a　view　of　an　event　in

retrospect，a　position　after：the　auxihary　verb　Co　ゐα〃e　＋一the　past　particip1e　（most　often

referred　to　as　the　perfect　in　traditiona1terminology）．

resu1t　phase

（he）has　read

　　　With　the　transcendent　aspect，the　event　itse1f　is　something　that　is　a1ready　spent，

a1ready　accomplished．The　subject　is　represented　in　a　resu1t　phase，in　the　aftermath　of　the

event．The　event　is　fe1t　as　something　having　happened　before　the　point　in　time　to　which

the　subject　is　referred，regard1ess　of　whether　this　point　is　in　the　past，the　moment　of

speaking　itse1f，or　the　future；whatever　the　position，the　event　itse1f　is　only　evoked　in　its

retrospect．

4．2．3A　Syntbesis　of　the　System　of　Aspect

　　　The　system　of　aspect　is　rather　simp1e　in　its　design，but　one　with　wide＿ranging

consequences　in　EngIish，giving　rise　to　a　vast　array　of　nuances　and　expressive　effects　on

the1eve1of　discourse．This　system　is　essentia11y　one　of　position，opposing　the　immanence

of　an　event　to　its　transcendence．Through　the　two　aspects　of　the　Eng1ish　verb，we　see　the

duration　of　an　event　different1y：the　subject　in　time　after　the　event（transcendent）or　the

subject　in　time　within　the　event（immanent）．As　a　resu1t，distinctions　of　time　can　be　made

throughout　the　verb　system　independent　of　any　reference　to　past，present，or　future．For

example，尻eα広e　and加物∂eαCm　differ　not　as　to　time　sphere，as　both　are　past，but　rather　in

the　way　the　event　is　viewed；i．e．，from　inside　or　in　retrospect．

ASPECT PAST PRESENT FUTURE

IMMANENT
At　six　o’c1ock

h1eftmyoffice．

At　six　o’c1ock

h1eavemyoffice．

At　six　o’c1ock

hwi111eave　myoffice一

TRANSCENDANT Atsix　o’c1ock

hhad1eftmyoffice．

At　six　o’c1ock

h　have1eft　my　office．

At　six　o’c1ock

h　win　have1eft　my　office．
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　　　In　the　examp1es　above，we　see　the　duration　of1eaving　different1y　dφending　on　the

aspect：with　the　retrospective　view，we　see　the　subject　in　time　after　the　event；with　the

inside　view，the　subject　is　in　time　within　the　event．With蜥／Zeme／mm　Jeme，event　time

is　represented　from　its　interior　from　beginning　to　end．With肋∂蜥用me蜥／m〃乃me

Z％，we　do　not　see　the　person　go　through　the　event　from　beginning　to　end；the　subject　is　in

a　position　somewhere‘‘after，”and　we1ook　back　on　the　event　in　retrospect．In　other　words，

if　I　say，“At　six　o’c1ock　I互eαm　my　office，”it　is　understood　that　I　start　out　at　six；if　I　say，

‘‘

`t　six　o’c1ock　I伽m　Z％my　office，”don’t　ca11at　six　because　I　won’t　be　there．

　　　Consider　the　fo11owing　more　detai1ed　examp1es　which　show　c1ear1y　how　aspect　is

independent　of　time　spheres：

・Present　time　sphere

（a）He応sick．

（b）He伽5うem　sick．

（a）is　an　examp1e　of　the　immanent　aspect　in　which　the　subject　is　somewhere　in　the　interior

of　the　event　of5eク惚∫肋．（b），as　an　examp1e　of　the　transcendent　aspect，auows　us　to　view

the　event　ofうe伽g8肋from　its　aftermath．It　gives　us　a　retrospective　point　of　view，and

aI1ows　us　to　imagine　that　there　might　be　some　resu1t　of　this　sickness，such　as　an　inabi1ity　to

go　to　work，a　pa1e　comp1exion，or　something　of　that　nature．The　simp1e　form応a11ows　us　to

see　the　event　from　its　interior　or　coming＿to＿be．Beem　evokes　the　impression　that　the　event

has　been　fu11y　rea1ized，andゐα∫puts　us　in　the　resu1t　phase　of　that　sickness．

・Past　time　sphere

（a）He　was　disqua1ified　because　he　m∫absentl

（b）He　was　disqua1ified　because　he肋∂うem　absent．

The　immanent　aspect，shown　in（a），evokes　the　impression　that．the　disquaユification　and　the

fact　of　being　absent　both　occurred　at　the　same　time　in　the　past．We　view　the　events　from

their　immanence　because　of　the　simp1e　form．In　（b），however，we　get　a　different

impression．The　transcendent　aspect，inustrated　by肋∂わeem　absent，a11ows　us　to　view　the

“absenteeism’’from　a　retrospective　point　of　view，and　puts　us　into　the　result　phase　of　the

event　which　coincides　with　the　disqua1ification．

4．3The　System　of　Tense

　　　The　system　of　tense　in　Eng1ish　is　based　on　a　very　concrete　dichotomy：that　between

ti・me　which　has　a1ready　existed　and　time　which　does　not　exist　yet．Teηse　is　usua11y　referred

to　in　the　indicative　mood　and　in　some　grammars　the　subjunctive　as　we1工．It　can　a1so　be

genera1ized　to　inc1ude　the　quasi＿nominal．In　the　indicative　mood，tense　refers　to　a　pIace　in
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time：Past　or　non－Past．In　the　subjunctive　mood，tense　indicates　whether　the　potentia1

expressed　by　the　verb　is　capab1e　of　being　rea1ized　or　not（present　vs　past　subjunctive）、

Genera1ized　into　the　quasi＿nomina1，tense　provides　for　the　different　ways　of1ooking　at　an

event　in　time：as　yet　to　be　rea1ized（infinitive），as　being　rea1ized（present　particip1e），or　as

a1ready　reaIized（Past　particip1e）．

　　　The　system　of　tense　presupposes　both　a　representation　of　universe　time　in　which　the

system　of　mood　has　produced　its　resu1ts，and　a1so　a　representation　of　event　time，a11owing

us　to　view　the　event　from　within　or　from　its　aftermathl　In　this　way，tense　is　a　verba1

category　which　resu1ts　in　a　combined　image　of　event　time　and　universe　time，providing　the

mechanism　whereby　an　event　is　made　incident　to　the　time　containing　it．

5．O　Conc1usion

　　　A　verb　is　an　operative　mechanism　for　representing　time　grammatica11y．A　sufficient

image　of　the　verb　in　Eng1ish　must　inc1ude　a　representation　of　the　time　containing　an　event，

the　time　contained　in　an　event，and　a　conjugation　of　the　two．As　a　resu1t，every　verb　in

Eng1ish　has　a　mood（universe　time），an　aspect（event　time），and　a　tense（a　conjugation　of　the

tW0）．

　　　Once　the　system　of　aspect　has　provided　a　representation　event　time，either　in　its

immanence　or　in　its　transcendence，the　operation　of　the　formation　of　a　time　image　proceeds

to　construct　a　representation　of　universe　time　by　means　of　the　system　of　mood．The　system

of　tense　then　serves　to　combine　the　two，to　conjugate　the　image　of　event　time　in　one　of　tヰe

moods　by　providing　the　event　with　its　p1ace　in　universe　time，evoking　in　some　way　the

incidence　to　universe　time　of　either　the　event’s　interior　or　aftermath．In　this　way，5m∫e

provides　us　with　distinctions　in　time，α助ecC　with　distinctions　in　perspective，and　moo∂with

distinctions　in　potential　for　actua1izatidn．

　　　As　we　have　tried　to　show，this　approach　to　the　system　of　the　Eng1ish　verb　i11ustrates　a

coherence，an　e1egant　simplicity　on　the．1eve1of　underlying　meaning，giving　rise　to　the　most

subt1e　and　varied　nuances　on　the1eve1of　discourse．When　grammar　is　viewed　so1e1y　on　the

1eve1of　discourse，when　language　is　seen　on1y　as　a　summation　rather　than　an　operative

system，we　can　never　achieve　this　systematic，coherent　understanding　of　how　grammatica1

forms　give　rise　to　the　myriad　express三ve　effects　associated　with　their　use　in　context．

］FOOtnOteS

1．Teaching　grammars　are　distinguished　from　reference　grammars　and　textbooks　in　the　fo11owing　way．

　　　Reference　grammars，both　modern　and　traditiona1，contain　some　exp1anation　of　theory　and　provide

　　　numerous　examp1es　of　usage，but　do　not　norma11y　i口。1ude　dri11s　and　exercises　for　student　use．They

　　　are　most　often　used　as　reference　guides．Teaching　grammars　and　workbooks　genera11y　supp1y1ess

　　　extensive　grammatica1explanations　and　theory，and　contain　dri1！s　and　exercises　for　student　practice．

2．This　concept　wi11be　exp1ained　more　fu11y　Iater，starting　in　section4．0．1．
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3－Graduate　seminars　conducted　at　Lava1University　by　Professors　Hirtle，Valin，and　Hewson　are　the

　　　source　of　much　of　the　materja〕presented　in　this　work，as　we11　as　textbooks　and　artic1es　written　by

　　　these　scho1ars　and1isted　in　the　References．Every　attempt　has　been　made　to　acknow1edge　sources

　　　where　possib1e，except　when　terminology　or　explanations　of　theory　are　considered　to　be　part　of　a

　　　genera1understanding　of　this　approach　to　linguistics，and　thus　emp1oyable　by　anyone　writing　in　the

　　　fie1d．

4．A　selected　bibiography　of　the　principal　publications　of　Gustave　Gui11aume　can　be　found　in　Hirt1e＆

　　　Hewson’s（1984）translation　of　Guinaume’sハ。吻∂肋m∫カクαScまenceぴ工αn8枷照1isted　i］〕the

　　　References．

5．By　way　of　inustration，Gui11aume　cites　the　correspondence　between　tbe　fol工。wing　words　for　the　English

　　　expression，∫c〃り＝舳αmm壬（Sanskrit），わemm（Armenian），うe〃（Eng1ish），ろem（Russian），助em（Greek），

　　　力m（Latin），肋～m（Gothic），5e舛m（Irish），励榊～（A1ban王an），8功men（German）（1984，p．39）．

6，It　shou1d　be　noted　that　the　imperative　is　considered　by　some　grammarians　to　be　a　mood　of　English－

　　　Hirt1e（〃αooce），however，views　it　as　a　special　use　of　the　indicative．Most　verbs　in　the　imperative

　　　make　use　of　the2nd　person　singu1ar　of　the　indicative；オ。あe　derives　its　imperative　from　the　subjunctive．

7．Anaユysis　of　emphatic6o　in　this　regard　is　beyond　our　scope　here，and　so　win　not　be　considered　further・

　　　A　detai1ed　ana1ysis　of　its　use　in　the　immanent　aspect　can　be　fgund　in　Hirt1e（1967，p，15；1975，p．25）．

8．Comrie（1976〕refers　to　this　oppos王tion　between　who1e　and　part　as　perfective　vs　imperfective，and

　　　classifies　them　as　two　separate　aspects．
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