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: Sangatsu—daikon',a Local Variety of Japanese Radish

Cultivated at Hojo City in Ehime Prefecture
2. Cultivation Area and Raising History
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Summary

Investigations were carried out to verify the historical background of the ‘Sangatsu—
daikon’, a local variety of Japanese radish. It has been traditionally said to be native
to Hojo city in Ehime prefecture.

1. The location where 'Sangatsu— daikon’ is cultivated are confined to some areas
of Hojo city. The radish has been grown on the fields along the ‘Tateiwa’ river.

The 'Sho’ section of the old *Namba mura’ village covering the northern part of
the river has been a center of the cultivation. The ‘Hattanji Mukunohara' section of
the old ‘Masaoka mura’ village developing along the south side of the river is
another center. Other sections were almost scanty in the cultivation history (Fig. 1),

2. The radish native to the 'Sho’ section has been named 'Sho—daikon’ and grown
in the paddy field. Colour of the young leaf is reddish purple and becomes green with
the expansion. The leaf blade is soft and erect or plagiotropic. The root is slightly
slender and the colour of the root varies widely from purplish red to white (Fig. 2),

3. The radish native to the ‘Hattanji Mukunohara' section has been named
‘Sangatsukou’ or 'Sangatsu-—daikon'. The names mean that the radish is eatable even
in March. The radish has been planted on the upland field with the soil originated
from granite. Therefore, the soil generally drains well. The young leaf is reddish purple.
Most roots are wide and long with cylindrical form and purplish red (Fig. 2),

4. From the investigation at 'Sho’ and 'Hattanji Mukunohara' as well as literature
study, it is supposed that the radish has been cultivated since old times, at least
for 100 —150 years.

5. Morphological comparisons between the radishes of ‘Sho’ and ‘Hattanji Mukunohara’
sections showed a little difference as well as the resemblance. It may be postulated
that differences of the social backgrounds and agricultural conditions such as the
requirement for the radish quality, method of home seed--raising, micro climate and

soil properties contributed to the morphological differentiation of the radish.





