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Field Notes by Harry Urata:
Kumataro Inoue and Uichiro Yasutake
Talk about “Hole-hole bushi”

NAKAHARA, Yukari

“Hole-hole bushi” is a folk song sung by nineteenth-century zsser (first-
generation Japanese immigrants) while at work in the sugarcane fields in Hawai'i.
The song was not taken up by the niser (second generation) and was largely
forgotten after World War II. However, Harry Urata, a &7ber niser (a niser educated
in Japan), recorded performances by zsse/ and unified a tremendous range of
idiosyncrasy in the melody, thereby obtaining copyright to the song in 1981. Since
then, the song has spread, and musicians have performed it in both Hawai1 and
Japan.

Urata not only recorded “Hole-hole bushi” as performed by zsses/, but
also interviewed them about their field labor and their lives, and transcribed
his recorded tapes into notebooks. In this paper, I quote from the sections on
Kumataro Inoue and Uichird Yasutake, following Katsue Asakura and Misa Fujima,
the interviewees in the last issue (Bulletin of the Faculty of Law and Letters,

Humanities No. 29).

-107-



