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The mountain held the town as in a shadow.

I saw so much before I slept there once:

I noticed that I missed stars in the west,

Where its black body cut into the sky.

Near me it seemed: I felt it like a wall 5
Behind which I was sheltered from a wind.

And yet between the town and it I found,

When I walked forth at dawn to see new things,

Were fields, a river, and beyond, more fields.

The river at the time was fallen away, 10
And made a widespread brawl on cobble-stones;

But the signs showed what it had done in spring:

Good grassland gullied out, and in the grass

Ridges of sand, and driftwood stripped of bark.

I crossed the river and swung round the mountain. 15
And there I met a man who moved so slow

With white-faced oxen, in a heavy cart,

It seemed no harm to stop him altogether.

“What town is this?” T asked. 1.1.-19)%
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“There ought to be a view around the world 55
From such a mountain--if it isn’t wooded

Clear to the top.” . . . (11.55-7)
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.... I saw through leafy screens
Great granite terraces in sun and shadow,
Shelves one could rest a knee on getting up--

With depths behind him sheer a hundred feet-- 60
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Or turn and sit on and look out and down,

With little ferns in crevices at his elbow. (11.57-62)
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“As to that I can’t say. But there’s the spring,
Right on the summit, almost like a fountain.

That ought to be worth seeing.” (11.63-65)
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One time I asked a fellow climbing it
To look and tell me later how it was.”
“What did he say?”
“He said there was a lake 75

Somewhere in Ireland on a mountain top.” (11.73-6)
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It doesn’t seem so much to climb a mountain

You've worked around the foot of all your life. (11.83-5)
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“I don’t suppose the water’s changed at all.
You and I know enough to know it’s warm
Compared with cold, and cold compared with warm.

But all the fun’s in how you say a thing.” (11.101-104)
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“You’ve lived here all your life?”

“Bver since Hor 105
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Was no bigger than a—" What, I did not hear.
He drew the oxen toward him with light touches
Of his slim goad on nose and offside flank,

Gave them their marching orders and was moving.
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“Well, thish-yer Smiley had a yaller one-eyed cow that didn’t have no tail only just a
short stump like a bannanner, and--"

“O, curse Simly and his afflicted cow!” I muttered, good-naturedly, and bidding the old
gentleman good-day, I departed. (LLF 2 471%)
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