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Introduction : an empirical, historical study of small finance based
on the paralleling and contrasting of regions in Japan and England

[T - S
Motoyasu TAKAHASHI

Summary

This research project is part of the development of the Scientific Research B: Overseas
Academic Research ‘Budget of /e, family and household : an empirical historical study for the
paralleling and contrasting of regions in Japan and Europe’. This research focuses on the ‘budget’ of

3

villagers, ‘le’, families and households. The habit of drawing up a budget is something that was
first observed in the period of transition to the market economy in both Japanese and Western
European societies. This research aims to clarify how families and household units, as well as the
village society, responded to the market economy to generate the regional, small financial markets.
In particular, this introduction examines the results of the paralleling and contrasting analyses of a
Japanese and an English village : Kami-shiojiri, Ueda, Nagano, Japan and Willingham, Cambs,
England. Kami-shiojiri saw the development of the silk-worm egg industry as the main industry of
the village from the mid-eighteenth century, while at the same time experiencing the formation of the
‘ie’s and ‘ie’-unions (Dozoku). Kami-shiojiri has also provided documents and data regarding small
loans : which has furthered the understanding of English counterparts including Willingham. In
England there is an accumulation of historical studies, but a comparative lack of historical documents,
except wills, at the village level. Through Mujin-Ko small loans, economic relationships based
purely on market logic are formed. Even so, in the cases of early modern villages, there were
social, cumulative relationships built up throughout the generations of families, households, kin-
relationships, and ‘ie’s and ‘ie’-unions in the villages, to sustain a certain trust between them.
Further accumulation of data for Japanese case studies, based on the rich documents, could provide
the basic framework for English cases in the area of regional finance. The existing Japanese data
already provides insights to deepen the paralleling and contrasting analyses.
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