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A methodological essay on the empirical historical study for the paralleling and contrasting
of regions in Japan and England : generation succession and messuage distribution

[T R S S
Motoyasu TAKAHASHI

Abstract

This methodological essay on the empirical historical study for the paralleling and contrasting of
regions in Japan and England focuses on the generation succession of each villagers families and kin
relationships as well as the changes in the messuage distribution patterns. This author has been
engaged in the paralleling and contrasting study between Japan and England, for the latter whose
economic and social history of rural families in early modern period was the origin of the study.
Although I produced the data and maps of messuage distribution and generation succession for
Willingham in Cambridgeshire, I have not used them for Kami-shiojiri in Nagano prefecture, Japan.
This is simply due to the unavailability of equivalent data. The ‘parallel and contrast’ approach is
based on the recognition of the historical uniqueness of each object and on a determination to find the
ways they are the same as other places, their similarities and their distinctive characteristics, rather
than secking to find the ways in which they are completely different. Therefore, the issues of
analysis naturally become multiple. In particular the topics dealt with in this paper demand the
optical images, and they are efficient. Now newly gained Kami-shiojiri data would provide such
multiple dimensioned usages to provide the more common and similar features, rather than
differences, in terms of the generation succession, especially the messuage distribution patterns.
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