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An Overview of the Shodoshima pilgrimage and replica pilgrimages in Kagawa
prefecture

Director, Seto Inland Sea Folk History Museum

Yoshiaki TAI

On the island of Shodoshima, which is part of Kagawa prefecture and situated in the eastern
part of the Seto Inland Sea between Shikoku and Honshu, there is an eighty-eight temple
pilgrimage route, which is estimated to have been established in the latter half of the Edo
period and visited by people not from Shodoshima.

Presently, this pilgrimage route is called "Moto Shikoku'"(original Shikoku) and it is believed to
not be a replica of the pilgrimage route on Shikoku, but something that developed on its own.
When examining the relationship between the pilgrimage route on Shikoku and Shodoshima
or other replica pilgrimage routes in various places, it is very important to consider whether
the pilgrims are only local people or outsiders, and whether the pilgrimages are consciously
welcoming such outsiders.

From at least the end of the Edo period until the Meiji and Taisho periods, it is known that
visitors came from such places as Tottori, Okayama, Kyoto, and that the local people paid
attention to the visits by such people.

In this paper, aside from the time when the sacred sites were formed, I examine the history of
the pilgrimage route in Shodoshima. I also focus on the time the priests and the pilgrims, who
were mentioned in the inscriptions on the stone monuments, research etc., started to
recognize the sites in Shodoshima as sacred ground.

Moreover, 1 introduce the activities conducted by the Shodoshima Reijokai, which was
established in 1913, to attract more pilgrims not from Shodoshima.

In addition, I describe several replica pilgrimages and Shikoku pilgrimages on islands in
Kagawa prefecture and examine the relationship between the Shikoku pilgrimage and the
replica pilgrimages.

Furthermore, I examine the connection between the origin of the replica pilgrimages and the
people who made the Shikoku pilgrimage.
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