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JAFAN IS ON THE MOVE

When this article reaches you I;would have
completed four years of stay in Japan. I came
as a visiting research fellow for a short stay
but had the opportunity to join the United
Graduate School for Agricultural Sciences

Narayanan Kannan

- which had just began then for my doctor-
al work.

In my years here I bave seen this nation,
opening its doors wider with the magic word
of ’internationalization’. Transformation in
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the college of Agriculture, Ehime University
and its library [started in a ‘modest fashion.
In my early days - those of us hungering to
read English had to be content with reading
the voluminous English dictionaries in the
library! But gradually change came as an
English news paper appeared on the board
and Time and News Week occupied a promi-
nent position. The librarian, like many Japa-
nese I met was sincere in helping the foreign
students community which was also gradually
growing. He consulted the students for their
opinions and even let them name magazines
of their choice. Soon, periodicals from China,
South Korea, India and United States were
subscribed to. My suggestions for Scientific
American and Scientist (the only news paper
for Scientists) were also taken.

Now, there are enough magazines in English
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to fill a whole rack! These benefits are enjoyed
not only byfithe foreign studentsibut are also
shared by their wives. The library has indeed
done the foreign students community a serv-
ice.

It is a thoughtful Chinese who said “Even
the longest journey begins with a single step.”
The first step has been made and in the long
journey I hope the following few things are
also accomplished: Xeroxing at the library
could be made free or at least be reduced
from the present charge of 40 yen to 10 yen.
The library could take the responsibility of
mailing the reprints of those foreign scien-
tists who faithfully take up the ’hatharaku
suki’ spirit of the Japanese and publish enough
during their stay. This is the established pra-
ctice in some developed nations as USA.
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