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This study examines what factors affect perceived seriousness of crimes and
punitive reactions to offenders.

One could expect factors related to crimes themselves such as types of crimes,
seriousness of damages that the crimes bring, motives of offenders, characteristics
of offenders, and characteristics of victims to affect perceived seriousness of crimes.

These are, however, not all the factors affecting it. One could also suppose
that factors related to persons who evaluate the seriousness such as sex, age,
education, personalities, and beliefs would affect it.

We conduct a questionnaire survey to verify the expectations and show how
which factors affect it. We also explain the association between these factors,
perceived seriousness of crimes, and punitive reactions to offenders.

Our results would be useful in assessing security situation on crimes and

discussing criminal policy.
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