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Inheritance and the Family Situations in Early Modern Japanese Rural Society:

Ie Inheritance and Tumover the Head in Kami-shiojiri, Ueda, Nagano
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Motoyasu TAKAHASHI

{Summary)

This article aims to clarify the reality of inheritance and family circumstances in an early
modern Japanese village, of examining how land and property was passed down from one gen-

eration to the next using the database of Kami-shiojiri, Ueda, Nagano on the basis of = various

documents including Shumon Aratame-cho (Religious Faith Registers) and family trees.

On the ie inheritance, in Kami-shiojiri the Shumon Aratame-cho which has been formally
hardly referred to, but the family trees which were more informally mentioned occasionally al-
most limited to the higher rank of the Satos. Moreover, tracing the transfer before death, the
number of cases is around 20 out of a total of 300. The number is much smaller than in the
previous studies. Furthermore, there are few cases in the period between the 1830s and 1840s,
and even after those periods, the cases were concentrated in the 1860s. The 1860s saw a decline
in the ages of succession and an increase in those with a surname. Adding the newly acquired
economic data from the Kandaka-cho to the database, we have confirmed that the smallness of
the kandaka as a whole suggests that the inheritance was not taking place in the way that has
been hitherto assumed in general and the change in the unit-head of the Shumon Aratame-cho
should be seen as only that, rather than as inheritance of the ie. On the other hand, the more
numbers of the units in Shumon Aratame-cho partly due to ‘'bunke', the less the average
kandaka. In the long run, the factors not necessarily associated with the kandaka gradually af-
fected the inheritance or turnover of each family. In addition to such discussion, referring to the

case of the Yamazakis in the wider perspective, their inheritance was treated in the light of the

status or rank of the ie or family rather than the economic factor.
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