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Environmental Backward Country Japan and Post the “Kyoto Protocol” :
Adpvisable for Japan to Learn European Measures against Global Warming

woH B
Takayuki MATSUI

Summary

Over a quarter of a century has passed since The Limit to Growth (1972) published. During
this period the global environmental issues also have changed. And recently, IPCC drew up the
“integrated report” in November 2007. In this report, the importance of not only the reduction
measures of the greenhouse effects gas but also the adaptation measures to avoid the influence of
warming are emphasized. This report will probably serve as a guideline for the international
framework of post the “Kyoto protocol”.

This paper also focuses on the global warming problem. There are two aims in this paper.
The first is to find out what the implications of the “Kyoto protocol” are. For this purpose, Europe
and Japan are compared concerning measures against global warming, and I suggest that Japan
shouid learn the European measures of global warming prevention. The second is to present the
modification of method of thinking for environmental policy, namely, sifting from negative ideas to
positive ones. In Japan today, it cannot be denied that the negative image firmly remains with the
bitter experience, like past anti-pollution measures. Therefore, I argue that with the recent IPCC
report, considering measures of global warming prevention will be required more integrated and
systematic measures, that is, linked up with another policies, such as employment policy, traffic

policy, city planning, and so on.
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