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The Historical Phase of International Relations in Europe :
The Consequences of Nationalism and Laissez-faire

"o ' o=
Takayuki MATSUI

Summary

During the seventeenth and eighteenth centurics, the difficult concept of the balance of power—
for so long implicit in diplomacy—was finally made explicit. Additionally, the balance of power
was raiscd to the level of a principle of international relations during the period of the French
Revolution and the Napoleonic wars.

This paper is a study on the historical phasc of international relations in Europe, particularly
focuses on the balance of power. There are two aims in this paper. The first is to examine

European international relations before World War I . Here we reconfirm that Concert of Europe
has been maintained by means of the balance of power, namely through the British armaments and
cconomic power. The second is to consider inter-war idealism. Above all, David Long argues that
idealism in international relations is related to the libelal tradition of thinking on international
rclations. And during the inter-war period, there are three compositions of thinking, i. e. Cobdenism,
Hobbesian idealism and new-liberal internationalism.

Eventually, nationalism and /aissez-faire in the nineteenth century read to break down Concert of
Europe, and caused World War 1. As a result, the British liberalism has collapsed after breaking
out of World War 1.
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