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Establishment of a “sanctuary” space and pilgrim monks in the Zentsuji
and Mandaraji areas of Sanuki Province in the late Heian period
Hayato MORITA, Professor, Faculty of Education, Kagawa University

Previous research on the origins of the Shikoku Henro (pilgrimage) has focused mainly on the practice of
hechi (remote areas) along the Shikoku seaside, as seen in literary works of the 12th century, such as “Konjaku
Monogatarishii.” On the other hand, very few studies have examined individual temples and shrines connected
to the eight-eight sacred sites on the Shikoku Henro, based on primary historical materials that serve as reliable
sources of historical facts.

In this paper, I examine the state of Mandaraji temple and the surrounding area in Sanuki province (Kagawa)
in the middle of the 11th century by using twenty-four historical materials (all of which are copies) related to this
temple, which were left as part of the “Tdji Hyakugo Monjo” (collection of documents related to Toji temple)
from Kohei 5 (1063) to Enkyu 4 (1072).

The fact that historical documents from the second half of the 11th century, which are created in a limited time
span, have survived together is unusual. First, as a result of examining this point, it was found that the above
twenty-four historical documents were related to the revival of Mandaraji, which had fallen into disrepair by
the mid-11th century; that they survived as part of the “Toji Hyakugo Monjo” because Mandaraji was a branch
temple of To6ji and requested political protection from the main temple Toji; and that only historical documents
from a limited period survived. It was discovered that Mandaraji had a copy of a group of documents delivered
to Choshin, a priest under Fujiwara no Michinaga, during Choshin's tenure as head of Toji.

As a result of examining the contents based on the character of the above-mentioned historical materials, it
became clear that Mandaraji, no. 72 along the Shikoku Henro, or the surrounding area, was recognized as sites
of Kobo Daishi at the latest in the middle of the 11th century and became a pilgrimage site where ascetic monks
visiting various parts of the Japanese archipelago came and built lodgings and stayed.
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