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Faith in Kobo Daishi and the Shikoku Henro as seen in Medieval Archives from
Iyo Province
Tsutomu KAWAOKA, Professor Emeritus, Ehime University

From Butsumokuji's (no. 42) temple records; the Ippen Hijiri-e that depicts Ippen Shonin (1239-1289) founder
of the Jisht sect, when he made a pilgrimage to the cavern at Sugd; and from the engraved woodblock prints of
Ishiteji that record the history of Ishiteji (no. 51) I examine the origins of the legend as to when Kobo Daishi/
Kikai made a pilgrimage to various places in Shikoku. From these three medieval documents, the legend of Kobo
Daishi’s making the Shikoku pilgrimage was apparently quite well known in the latter half of the Kamakura
period (late 13th century).

Next, I explore the spread and popularization of Shikoku pilgrimage by examining the writing on the zushi®
in the main hall of Jodoji temple (n0.49), writings on the walls of the gomado and woodblock documents at
Ishiteji temple, as well as the ink inscriptions on the statue of Monju Bosatsu in the Daishi Hall at Sankakuji
temple (no.55). From these medieval historical documents, it can be deduced that during the late medieval and
early modern period (15th and 16th centuries), pilgrims came from a wide range of regions and that not only
ordained monks but also lay people began to participate on the Shikoku pilgrimage. Also, it is evident that the act
of writing waka poems of the same text as proof of a pilgrimage was popular among pilgrims.

Although there are still many unresolved aspects regarding the establishment of the Shikoku Henro, it is
possible to trace the path its formation through several stages, such as the spread of the faith in K6bd Daishi
during the Insei period (11~12C), the spread of the legend of Kobo Daishi making the pilgrimage in the late
Kamakura period, and the spread and popularization of the pilgrimage in the late Middle Ages and early Modern
Period. The medieval archives of Iyo reveal the routes through which the Shikoku Henro was formed through
several stages.

*a cupboard-like case with double doors in which an image of (the) Buddha, a sutra, or some other revered object
is kept at a temple
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