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About Stone Stupas along the Shikoku Henro

Keisuke OKAMOTO,

Chairperson, Kochi Prefectural Council for the Protection of Cultural
Properties

Itabi, one type of stone stupa built in medieval times as a kuyoto'" or a gyakushuto,” can be found nationwide
from Abashiri in Hokkaido to Kagoshima. In Shikoku, Tokushima Prefecture has an Awa-type stone monument
using the same green mud schist as in Musashi Province. In Kochi Prefecture, inscriptions using natural stones
are distributed, and the oldest inscription is from 1305 at Temple No. 26, Kongdchdji in Moto, Muroto City.
The lower itabi, one from the Shikoku pilgrimage, will be introduced here. In the Kanto region, there are many
Musashi-type stone monuments of which some have the inscription “Namu Daishi Henjo Kongo.” One presently
well-known one - an Amida Shuji itabi - from 1525 is located at Tamonji temple in Higashikurume City, Tokyo.

In Kochi Prefecture, four itabi related to Kobo Daishi and the Shikoku pilgrimage have been identified. The
only one with an engraving of Kobo Daishi from 1613 is located at the Takezaki Kannon-do in Ainogd, Susaki
City. Among the itabi related to the Shikoku Henro, I discovered one in Otani, Susaki City, where there are no
fudasho along Tosa Bay, one in Kure, Nakatosa-cho, and one in Fuba Hachiman-gu Shrine, Shimanto City.
The oldest one with the year - Tensho 19 (1591), a large Kobo Daishi seed character in the center and “Namu
Daishi Henjo Kongd” below it engraved on it is in Kure, Nakatosa-cho. It was built by a person from Okayama
Prefecture for the purpose of holding a memorial service after completing the Shikoku pilgrimage seven times.
Engraved on the itabi in Otani, Susaki City is “Genna 4” (1618) and words conveying completion of the Shioku
Henro, and it was built on the anniversary of Kobd Daishi’s “death” on March 21. The itabi of Fuba Hachiman-
gu Shrine in Shimanto City has the same year as the itabi in Susaki City. In the center is a carving of Kobo
Daishi, and it was constructed for the purpose of performing a memorial service after completing the Shikoku
pilgrimage nine times. The itabi related to the Shikoku Henro seem to be from the end of the medieval period and
were constructed on the 21st — both the special day of each month as well as the memorial day of Kobo Daishi’s
passing. They were built in the central and western part of the coastal area of Tosa Bay, where they were not
damaged by the Nankai Trough tsunami, and there are shrines such as Hachiman-gu Shrine nearby. At the end
of the medieval period, people came from temples and shrines outside Shikoku to participate on the Shikoku
pilgrimage, and it is necessary to examine the relationship with those temples and shrines in those areas.

(1) kuyoto (fit#3#) — a stone pagoda built for the memorial service of the deceased and ancestors.
(2) gyakushutd (#if53%) — a stone pagoda built by oneself prior to one's death with the hope of being reborn
after death.
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