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Kukai (Kobo-Daishi) and Gennai HIRAGA
Yasunori FUKUDA, Professor, Faculty of Literature, Japan Women's University

Gennai Hiraga (1729~1780) is also famous as a playwright. His caricatures often take the form of questions
and answers or discussions between several fictional characters, and the author is often caricatured. Although
there are many similar works that serve as precedents, Gennai clearly states in his Sato no odamaki hyo (1774)
that he follows Kiikai’s Sangd shikki. In other words, Gennai’s plays were based on Kiikai and the Sang6 shikki.

Although there is some controversy over the authenticity of Sangd shikki, Gennai seems to have recognized it
as the work of Kiikai when he was twenty-four years old, and Kiikai himself appears in it as a caricature.

The main reason for Gennai's association with Sangd shikki may be that he grew up near Shidoji temple in
Kagawa prefecture. For this reason, Kiikai and the Kiuikai traditions of Shikoku are often mentioned in Gennai’s
works. It is also highly likely that the woodblock book of Sangd shikki was left behind somewhere along the
Shikoku pilgrimage route suggesting that Gennai became acquainted with this book when he was on Shikoku.

What is even more interesting is that Yukichi FUKUZAWA (1835~1901) read the waka poem in the Sato no
odamaki hyd, which was also quoted in Dutch literature, and passed it on to Léon-Louis-Lucien Prunel de Rosny
(1837~1914), whom he had met in France, and it was introduced in the Nihon bunshu (Recueil de textes japonais,
1863).

The play, which originated with Kiikai, influenced Gennai as a literature of pilgrimage, and through Yukichi
became a teaching tool for Japanese in France.
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