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Effect of Granitic Soils and Some Organic Matters on Growth
and Fruit Quality of Melon(Cucumis melo L.) Plants
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Hiromi MisHmMa and Hiroaki AKiyosH

Summary

Effect of different media on the growth and fruit quality of melon(Cucumis melo
L.) plants was investigated. The media employed were the following: granitic soils;
granitic soils supplemented with chemical fertilizers; leaf mold; bamyard manure;
granitic soils +leaf mold(1:1[v/ v]); granitic soils + barnyard. manure(l : 1{v/ v]);
granitic soils + leaf mold + barnyard manure(l : 1: 1{v/v]); granitic soils supplemented
with dried [Imperata cylindrica Beauv. The plots of granitic soils+ leaf
mold + barnyard manure(l 1[v/v]) showed the most excellent growth in terms of
plant height, leaf size, fru1t size and weight, and thickness of mesocarp, together
with high quality fruit. Leaf mold itself and its supplement to granitic soils tended
to enhance maturation of fruit and increase soluble solids content. It seemed
possible to use as the media only organic matters such as leaf mold and barnyard
manure themselves, but they had some problems in root extension. Practices most
suitable for each medium should be developed.
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