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Number of Seeds in ‘Encore’ (Citrus nobilis Lour. X C.deliciosa Ten.)
Fruit as Affected by Air Temperature during Anthesis

Sojiro CHIKAlzUMI'', Akira Hino'’,

Hiroaki AKIYosu?’ and Fusao MIZUTANI®

Summary

Effects of temperatures during anthesis on seed number and fruit size of "Encore’
(Citrus nobilis Lour. X C. deliciosa Ten.) were investigated under non-heated plastic
houses. The sced number per fruit varied ranging from 16 to 50 depending on the
fruit bearing position in the trees. The full bloom was late April and the second
blooming was observed in July. From each bloom fruit were harvested. The first crop
contained 22.5 secds per fruit on average and the second were almost seedless.
During anthesis the minimum air temperatures in the plastic house were set at 20,23,25
°C for heated plots and 8 to 10°C for control plots, while the maximum temperateure
was set 30°C for all plots. The higher temperature treatments greatly reduced the seed
number. The fruit bearing in the upper parts of tree had fewer seeds. The high
temperature treatment after anthesis had no effect. There was no significant dif-

ference in final fruit size among temperature treatments.
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