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Intercropping of Buckwheat as an Insectary Plant for
Hover Flies of Aphid Enemy in Non-Pesticide Peach Orchard

Fusao Mizutani, Kazuki Sugaya and Yasufumi Yamauchi

Summary

For fostering hover flies of aphid enemy, buckwheat was grown as an intercrop be-
tween rows of peach trees provided with non-pesticide management. The peach
trees were trained as a central leader and planted in a row system. Buckwheat seeds
were sown between the rows two times so that their flowering period was June (sum-
mer) and September/October (fall). Hover flies access buckwheat flowers for seeking
honey and pollen. Larvae of hover flies eat aphids on the peach leaves. The average
population density of hover flies in buckwheat plants was 3.4/m? and 0.6/m” in the
summer and fall, respectively. When the population density of larvae in the peach

leaves was observed in the fall season, the average density was 0.49/leaf and 0.053/

cm®  Thus buckwheat plants are beneficial for fostering hover flies of aphid enemy

when planted as an insectary plant in non-pesticide peach orchards.
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