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Effects of Top One-third Thinning of Crown on Fruit Growth and Quality in
‘Shiranuhi’ Trees

Tomohiro Koguchi, Hirofumi Munesawa, Mitsuru Takeda, Ayaka Tanaka, Kaori Inayoshi,

Yuji Sugiwaka, Seigo Murakami, Yuriko Takahara and Fusao Mizutani

Summary

Effects of top one-third thinning of crown on fruit growth and quality were investi-
gated in ‘Shiranuhi’ ( ‘Kiyomi' X ‘Nakano No.3 ponkan) trees. Control trees were
thinned by the conventional method, in which fruit of innner side and lower portions
of crown were removed. Top one-third thinning slightly promoted fruit growth, re-
sulting in the greater fruit weight at harvest. The greater pulp portion was apparent
in the fruit of top one-third thinned trees. However, there were no differences in Brix,
acidity or Brix/acid ratio in the fruit between treatment and control.
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