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Effects of Hand Softening on Ethanol Production and Astringency Removal

in Peeled Persimmon Fruit
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Yuji Sugiwaka, Tomohiro Koguchi, Yuriko Takahara, Seigo Murakami,
Hirofumi Munesawa and Fusao Mizutani

Summary

Effects of hand softening of peeled Japanese persimmon (Diospyros kaki Thunb.) on
ethanol production and astringency removal were investigated by using pollination
constant astringent type cultivars ‘Atago’ and ‘Fuji’ Peeled fruit were hand-soft-
ened about 20 times per day. The treatment increased ethanol production and soluble
tannin content was decreased as evidenced by tannin-printing and Folin-Denis meth-
ods. The appearance of hand-softened fruit was darker due to browning than control.
Hand softening is effective for forcing the production of peeled dry fruit of Japanese

persimmon.
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