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Abstract

The landscape of Shikoku Mountains is maturity in stage. Instability is a common feature of the
Shikoku Mountains because of the combinations of geological and climatic phenomena which
characterize this island. The mass movement is the most obvious and principal processes acting on
hillslopes in Shikoku Island. It plays a very important part in the reduction of a high relief to one of
lower elevation and gentler slope angles. The mass movement in the Sambagawa and Chichibu Belts
are generally of the high speed landcreep (landslide) type. Generally, mass movement takes place
under the influence of many complex interrelated factors. In the Sambagawa and Chichibu Belts of
Shikoku, the author thinks the cause being lithology and or the rate of the land upheaval. Needless
to say, many landslides (high speed landcreeps) due to heavy rainfall.
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