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Abstract

At 3:28 p.m. on Saturday, 24 March 2001, a magnitude 6.7 earthquake jolted a large area of
western Japan, killed 2 people and injured about 260 people. The earthquake had an intensity of
lower 6 on the Japanese Modified Mercalli Intensity Scale in Kochi, Osaki and Kumano Towns, all in
Hiroshima Prefecture, and upper 5 in Hirosima, Kure and Mihara Cities, all in Hiroshima Prefecture,
Atou Town, Iwakuni and Yanai Cities, all in Yamaguchi Prefecture, Yuge Town, and Imabari and
Matsuyama Cities, all in Ehime Prefecture and so on. The hypocenter the earthquake is estimated to
be about 5lkm under the Sea of Aki, within the Seto Inland Sea and about 30km north of
Matsuyama City (Epicenter: 34.1°N, 132.7°E). This earthquake was named “the 2001 Geiyo Earth-
quake” by the Meteorological Agency of Japan.

This paper presents the results of studies of earthquake disasters after the 1995 Hyogoken
Nanbu (Kobe) Earthquake in the world. Many aspects of the earthquake are discussed in detail.
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