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　　　A．G．Hopkins　suggests　the　rehabiユitation　of　imperia｝history　in　his

fascinating　essay，‘‘Back　to　the　Future＝from　nationa！history　to　imperial

history”．1〕He　criticizes　the　recent　trends　of　the　historica1s1二udies　of　the　for－

mer　British　Empire　and　Dominion　countries，which　are　written　within　a　na－

tiona1framework　and　justify　their　independence　and　nation　bui1din白，but

which　neg1ect　inter－imperial　ties　in　the　former　British　Empire．He　proposes

that　we　shou1d　take　another！ook　at　the　imperia1history　in　order　to　ac－

know1edge　the　resurgence　of　the　ethnic　nationa1ism　in　our　time．呈）If　we　are

to　recog－nize　the　importance　of　imperia1history　as　Hopkins　proposes，we

must　app1y　his　idea　to　ourse1ves．In　Japan　the　historica1study　of　European

countries　has　been　an　important　field　of　historica1researches．British　his－

tory　was　a　leading　fie1d　of　European　history．The　themes　and　methods　of

European　history　underwent　much　change　a日the　Japanese　po1itical　and

economic　conditions　changed．As　I　wi1！show　you1ater，the　themes　of

British　history　have　experiθnced　the　shift　from　nationa1history　to　imperial

history　in　the1970s－In　this　paper，、I　wi11fo11ow　the　course　of　studies　of

British　history　in　Japan　after　the　Second　Worユd　War．

　　　Immedia七e1y　after　the　War，the　studies　of　European　history　attracted

atten七ion　of　many　younger　scholars．The　main　purpose　of　their　studies　was

七〇compare　the　process　of　bui1ding　of　nationa1economy　in　European

一！29一



吉　　田　　正　　広

。ountries　with　the　process　of　Japanese　economic　deve1opment．Theもransi－

tion　from　Feuda1ism　to　Capita！ism　was　one　of　the　main　themes．A　domi－

nant　group　was　ca11ed　the　Otsuka　Schoo1，after　the　name　of　the　leader　of

the　schooユ，Hisao　Otsuka，a　professor　of　the　Tokyo　University．Otsuka

pub1ishedλ几∫η亡roduc抗。η亡。亡んε刀砒roρeαη刀。o乃。肌土。∬土s亡。rツ島〕in1944，and

its　revised　edition　was　published　in1946．Otsuka　examined　the　history　of

the　commerciaユrivalry　of　the　European　countries　from　the16th　to！8th　cen－

turies，and　found　that　Britain　won　fina11y　in1763．He　ascribed　Britain1s　vic－

tory　to　higher　productivity　of　the　nation．In　Eng1and　the　weaving　industry

prosPered　in　rura1areas．In　spite　of　the　opPosition　of　urban　guilds，rura1

residents　were　performing　many　industrial　tasks，which　is　recent1y　termed

“pro1二〇一industrialization”．4）Such　development　of　rural　industry　contri－

buted　to　the　higher　productivity　of　the　British　nation．○tsuka　stressed　the

development　of　capita1ism　from　below，the　importance　of　Protestantism　in

capita1ist　developments，and　the　growth　of　yeomen　and　midd！e　c1asses．This

type　of　capita1ist　deveIopment　was　thought　to　be　typica1of　Western　Europe

but　contrary　to　the　mi1itaristic　and　semi－feuda1character　of　capita1ism　in

Japan　before　the1945．Therefore，it　was　said　that　the　Japanese　post－war

economic　and　social　reconstruction　shou1d　be　carried　out　on　the　modeユ。f

BritainIs　modemization　in　order　to　aemocratize　JaPanese　society　as　a

who1e，This　way　of　thinking　was　supported　by　many　historians，socia1sci－

entists　and　other　progressive　inteI1ectua1s　after　the　War．Therefore　this

trend　of　historiography　was　a1so　ca11ed’’Post－War　HistoriographyI’．

　　　But　in　theユ960s，when　the　rate　of　Japanese　economic　growth　was　high

enough　for　the　Japanese　peop！e　to　regain　confidence　in　their　own　abilities，

some　historians　began　to　criticize　the　views　of　the　Otsuka　schoo1．In1966

Takeomi　Ochi，a　professor　of　Kyoto　University，pub1ished　his　work，丁加

Or｛g｛棚。！Mo加m　Br批α｛几．5）His　work　consists　of　three　chapters　discussing
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poユitics，economy　and　cuユture　of　Eng丑and：“the　deveユ。pment　of　po！iticaユ

reform’’from　the　Reformation　to　the　G1orious　Revolution；“the　transfor－

mation　of　society　and　economy”；“the　emergence　of　the　nationa1cu1ture”．

In　this　book　Ochi　insisted　that　the　Otsuka’s　view　of　capita1ist　deve1opments

in　Western　Europe　was　a　fiction　constructed　of　Max　Weber’s　works　and

couユd　not　be　proved　by　empirical　studies　of　Eng1ish　history．Ochi　thought

that　gentlemen　p1ayed　a　more　important　part　in　the　making　of　modern

British　society七han　yeomen　because　yeomen　disappeared　in　the16th　cen－

tury．He　made　use　of　R．H．Tawney1s　opinion　upon　the　rise　of　gentry．Ochi

was1ooking　for　the　image　of　what　England　rea11y　was　in　modern　era　and

longing　for　English　culture　based　on　gentleman　i〔lea1．Ochi，s　view

represents　the　romanticism　of　Japanese　historiography　whose　origin　was

七raced　to　the1930sl　JaPan．

　　　In　the1960s　some　scho1ars　of　the　Otsuka　Schoo1began　to　make　investi－

gations　of　the　Industria1Revo1ution　and　the　British　Imperia1ism．They

made　use　of　the　theoretical　framework　of　Otsuka－capita1is七deve1opments

from　be1ow－and　app1ied　methods　of　Kar1Marx　to　tbeir　studies．τ加

刃s亡α棚sんmeη亡。∫納e　Br土亡圭sん0αρ比α脆肌by　Akihiko　Yoshioka，pub1ished　in

1968，is　an　examp1e．o〕These　new　themes　of　historica1researches　ref／ects

JaPan’s　economic　deve1opments　and　the　Po1itica1and　sociaI　conditions　in

those　days．At七he　time　the　issue　of　renewing　the　Japan－US　Security　Treaty

brought　about　the　po1itica！and　social　confrontation　between　the　radicals

and　the　conserva七ives　in　Japan．It　was　said　that乍he　study　of　the　transition

from　feudalism　to　capitahsm　was　o1d－fashioned　and　that　we　must　study

criticany　the　caPitahst　society　itseユf，Moreover，in　the1atter　half　of　the

1960s，the　North－South　prob1em　inf1uenced　the　way　of　thinking　of　histori－

ans．The　importance　of“externa！factors’’was　recognized　and　there　ap－

peared　a　new　concePt　of“capitaユist　world　system’’．τ加∫mρer｛α脆m　oゾ仰eθ
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Trα加by　Kenzo　Mouri，published　in1978，7〕was　a　fascinating　work　on　the

imperiahst　character　of　the　British　Free　Trade　movements　and　the　indus－

tria1capita1ism．These　discussions　preceded　the　prevai1ing　of　the1二heory　of

the　modern　wor1d　system　by　Immanuel　Wauerstein．

　　　In　theユ970s　many　Japanese　historians　and　socia1scientists　became　in－

terested　in　Andr6Gunder　Frank，who　presented　the　notion　of“the

Deve1opment　of　Underdeve1opment”，昌〕and　ImmanueI　Wa11erstein，who　ad－

vocated　the　theory　of“Modern　Wor1d－System”．ヨ〕Japanese　trans1ations　of

their　books　were　pub1ished　one　after　another．We　thought　then　that　it　was

necessary　to　reconsider　the　way　of　thinking　of　the　post－war　historiography

or　the　Otsuka　School，who　regarded　the　nationaユeconomy　and　the　nation－

state　as　units　indispensab1e　for　the　economic　we1fare　and　the　democracy．

Thus　reconsideration　of　the　nation－state　was　beginning　in　this　period．

　　　In　the1970s　we　experienced　a　turning　point　for　the　historica1s七udies　in

Japan．In　addition　to　the　notions　of　the　underdeve1opment　and　the　modem

wor1d　system，the　socia1history　and　the　popu1ar　cu1ture　won　popu1ari七y　in

Japan．Historians　who　studied　French　history　introduced　new　concepts　of

the　Annales　SchooI，“co1王ective　mentaユities’’and“total　history”．川

　　　As　for　British　history，the　Otsuka　Schoo1was　criticized　for　thinking

abstract1y　the　European皿。dernity　as　a　typical　mode1of　modernization　in

generaL　Those　who　criticized　Otsuka　attached　importance　to　concepts　that

were　derived　from　empirica1studies　of　Britain．In　this　sense　historians

from　the　Ochi　Schoo1p1ayed　the　Ieading　part　of　reconsideration　of　British

history．Minoru　Kawakita，who　be1ongs　to　the　Ochi　School，is　one　of　the

most　energetic　historians．He　published珊e〃5亡。ricαZ　jPrθco〃肋。η80れ加

∫η∂αs亡r土α亙乏α亡｛oηj万mがrθαηd　Ge航王emeηin1983．ユ1〕The　tit1e　and　the　sub－

tit！e　of　this　book　showed　the　authorls　interests．He　searched　the　first

British　Empire　for　the　precondition　of　industriahzation．Especia／ly　he
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regarded　the　Eng！ish　commerciaI　revolution　as　one　of　the　preconditions　of

the　Industriahzation　in　Britainl　The　deve1opment　of　sugar　p1antations　in

the　West　Indies　p1ayed　the　key　ro1e　in　that　process．Funds　a㏄umu1a七ed　in

the　hands　of　the　p1anters　were　invested　in　businesses　in　Eng1and．The　s1ave

trade　provided　merchants　in　Brist1e　and　Liverpoo1with　much　wea1th．These

funds　promoted　the　industria1ization　through　investments　in　the　manufac－

turing　industries．And　the1ife　sty1e　revo1ution　in　Eng1and　promoted　the

Industria1Revo1ution　in　terms　of　demand　for　manufactured　goods．Cahcos，

which　were　at　first　imported　by　the　East　India　Company　from　India，were

indispensab1e　goods　for七he　s1ave　trade．The　ca1ico　boom　in　the18th　century

England　expanded　the　home　market　for　cotton　goods，which　s七arted　cot七〇n

industries　in　Manchester．In　addition，many　of　the　second　generation　of

sugar　p1anters　in　West互ndies　moved　to　Eng1and　and　they　became　gent1e－

men　and　even　Members　ofthe　Parhament．Thus　Kawakitaregarded　the　em－

Pire　and　gentlemen　as　indispensab1e　conditions　of　industria1ization　in

Eng！and．His　inspiration　was　Wa11erstein－s　theory　of　the　Modem　World

System　and　he　has　translated　many　works　of　Wa1ユerstein．

　　　On　the　other　hand，Kawakita　edited　severa1books　on　English　socia1

history．τ加Br肋8ん刀mρかe加硫e　Bαc為λ脆ツs，which　was　pub1ished　in

1982，was　one　of　the　epoch－making　works　of　socia1history．12〕It　showed　the

dai1y　life　of　city　dwe11ers：“the　bir七h　of　urban　cu1ture’’；“the　fami1y　and

consumptions”：“foods　and　drinks　of　the　common　peop1e”；“the　socia1his－

1二〇ry　of　disease：urbaniza1二ion　and　pub1ic　hea1th’’；“the1ife　insurance　and

murders　of　infants’’；“the　domestics　in　Victorian　age’’；“1eisure　and　spa－

town” G“垂浮bPic　houses　and　drinking’’．Since　then　many　studies　of　the

daily1ife　in　Eng1and　have　been　pub1ished．

　　　Another　epoch－making　study　is　Yoichi　Kiba七als肋e　Pr圭。θ∫or五〃θj亡加

j）θcZ｛ηε　oゾ亡んε　Br批圭sん　亙η1ρかθ　αηd　“刀肌ρかe　Mθn亡αZ批圭e8’’published　in
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1987．ユヨ〕He　be1ongs　neither　to　the　Otsuka　School　nor　to　the　Ochi　School．He

examined　empire　menta1ities　of　the　British　nations　during七he　South

African　War，the　First　Wor1d　War，the　Second　Wor1d　War　and　the　Suez

War，He　conc1uded　the　persistency　of　imperial　mentahties　of七he　eIites　even

after　the　break　up　of　the　forma1empire．And　he　disclosed　that　the　same

mentalities　permeated　among　the　common　peop1e　of　Britain　and　even

among　the　socia1ists　especialIy　during　the　wartime　periodsl　His　ana1ysis

covers　the　peace　movements　during　the　War　periods．He　pointed　out　that

during　the　Second　Wor1d　War　anti－fascist　activities，which　supported　the

war　against　the　Nazi　Germany，were　incompatibIe　with　anti－imperialist

movements，which　tended　to　suppor七pacifism．And　he　referred　to　Scottish

and　We1sh　nationa1isms　in　re1ation　to　the　rule　of　the　British　Empire．The

nationa1isms　in　Ce1tic　fringe　were　growing　as　the　economic　benefits　of　the

integration　with　England　decreased．Kibata　has　much　interest　in　the　racial

prob1ems　in　Britain．He　referred　to　the　increase　of　immigrants　from　vari－

ous　parts　of　former　empire　after　the　Second　World　War，the　restriction　on

immigration　by　the　government，and　the　frequent　o㏄urrence　of　race　riots．

Thus　Kibata　regards　the　persistency　of　empire　menta1ities　and　racia！prob－

lems　in　present－day　Britain　as　the　price　for　the　ruIe　of　the　British　Empire

in　the　past．KibataIs　critica1view　of　the　British　society　is　contrary　to　the

Otsuka　Schoo1－s　admiration　of　Western　Europe　as　a　model　of　moderniza－

tion．Now，the　study　of　imperia1menta1ities　is　one　of　the　main　themes　of

British　history　in　Japan．

　　　As　I　have　mentioned　above，we　have　experienced　the　turning　point　of

the　studies　of　British　history　in　the1970s．Roughly　speaking，their　themes

have　changed　from　the　studies　of　the　formation　of　the　national　economy，

the　bourgeois　revolution　and　the　Industria1Revo1ution，to　the　studies　of

British　Empire　and　Imperia1ism．Moreover，the　socia1history　has　appeared
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as　new　method　of　historiography．

　　　In　the1980s，P．J．Cain　and　A．G．Hopkins　presented　the　idea　of

Gent1eman1y　Capita1ism．14）Cain　and　Hopkins　minimized　the　ro1e　bf　the

bourgeoisie　in　the　formation　of　modem　British　society，and　s七ressed　the

gent1eman1y　character　of　British　society．Cain　and　Hopkins　regard　the　City

of　London，the　financia1and　commercial　center　of　the　wor1d，as　the　repre－

sentative　of　gent1emen　and　their　culture．And　they　exp1ain　the　history　of

the　British　Empire　in　terms　of　the　economic　deve1opment　of　the　home　coun－

try．The　growth　of　the　City　of　London　was　the　most　important　fac七〇r　of

the　expansion　of　the　Empire　after　the　midd1e　of　the19th　century．It　refIects

七he　fact　that　some　economic　prosperity　was　experienced　in　the　South　of

Eng1and　in　the1980s　and1990s　as　a　resu1t　of　the　Big－Bang　in　the　City　of

London，though　manufacturing　industries　in　the　North　suffered　chronic

dePression．

　　　The　idea　of　the　Gentleman！y　Capitaユism　attracts　attention　of　the

younger　generation　of　Japanese　historians　in　theユ990s．I　think，the　theory

of　Gent1eman1y　Capita1ism　is　consistent　with　the　new　trends　of　historiogra－

phy　of　Japan　since　the1970s，and　it　throws　some！ight　upon　the　new　aspects

of　the　imperia1history．They　interpreted　the　overseas　deve1opment　of　the

British　people，not　as　a　resu1t　of　the　growth　of　manufacturing　industries，

but　as　a　deve1opmen1二〇f　the　City・of　London　representing　the1ife　sty1e　of

gent1emen．In　addition，we　have　witnessed　the　growing　interest　in　British

po1itics　qui七e　recent！y　in　Japan．On　the　one　hand，the　par1iamentary　system

and　the　e1ection　system　of　Britain　are　reassessed　as　mode1s　of　the　par1ia－

mentary　reforms　in　the　contemporary　Japan．On　the　other　hand，the　mar－

ket－oriented　economic　po1icies　pursued　under　the　Thatcher　government

have　been　thought　to　be　the　model　for　the　conservative　government　of

JaPan．
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　　　In　conc1usion，I　think　it　necessary　to　investigate　the　reIation　of　the　na－

tion－state　and　empire．In　the　fie1d　of　the　British　history，understanding　the

ro1e　p1ayed　by　Scot1and　in　the　formation　of　the　British　Empire　is　a　key

point．As　Hopkins　insists，we　must　reassess　the　imperia1history　in　order　to

understand　the　resurgence　of　ethnic　nationa1isms　in　the　contemporary

wor1d．And　we　must　absorb　the　new　fruits　of　nationa1histories　from　the

neW　PerSPeCtiVe．
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